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Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

PRESS QUOTES

“... Arising directorial talent.”
Screen International

“Liryc Dela Cruz plays with the shadows of exile and
memory for a personal and controlled debut feature
about Filipino siblings reuniting in Italy”
Cineuropa

“Very composed and sedate, quietly appraising the
fallout of the immigrant’s constant economic
dependency. (...) “Cruz has great formal command over
the framing, pulling us into the fold of his narrative with
quiet confidence.”

High on Films

“With a patient and precise direction, Liryc’s chamber
room drama unveils the fragility of the human spirit
through the Filipino diaspora ...a moralistic story about
Filipino family relations, immigrant experiences, the
homeland and identity.”

Film Fest Report

“...A well-constructed, intimate depiction of a set of
siblings undergoing an investigation of their own souls,
leading to a simultaneously anxious and stunning
character study.”
International Cinephile Society

is is slow cinema with a dark sense of

——
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Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

PRESS QUOTES

“An incisive parable on decolonisation.”
Le Polyester

“The cinematography is deliberate, with careful framing
that creates a sense of isolation between the
characters even when they share the same space.”
Overly Honest Reviews

“Dela Cruz honors the great authorial tradition of
cinema in his country of origin, also taking care of
script, editing and photography of a powerful black and
white, cut off by play of light.”

MyMovies

“...Undeniably well-crafted...”
Overly Honest Reviews

“Closing with a dedication to the global multitude of
domestic workers from the Philippines, the film is
informed by the legacy of colonialism. But Dela Cruz’s
decision to dramatise the theme in such a low-key, even
visually lyrical fashion makes it all the more troubling for
the understated tremors of unease it creates.”
Screen International

“Finely acted, elegantly executed and seemingly
undemonstrative.”

Screen International

. ' . .

@y 'made in terms of the visual appr
e a well-crafted, intriguing film.”

O-

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com

Vb
.,



Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

PRESS QUOTES

“De la Cruz is deeply attentive to the visual and
auditory performance of the work by creating a refined
and solid image and sound structure, in a look halfway

between two cinematographic traditions: Italian

neorealism and Filipino lyric cinema.”
Taxidrivers

“An essential piece of an existential chess of a family
that has long been irremediably fragmented.”
C7nema

“...A new voice in cinema capable of carrying forward
the legacy of great auteurs like Lav Diaz. (...) Perfectly
expressing the sentiment of immigration and the
colonial imaginary that envelops the Filipino people.”
ODG Magazine

“Made up of about thirty very beautiful static shots
(with sophisticated and elegant play on depth of field,
shadows and light). [This film] shapes a touching
existential mirror about the corrosive toxicity of an
economic exile on the long term, and which has the airs
of modern slavery.”

Cineuropa

“Dela Cruz stands as a privileged interpreter of an
tigation that hopefully will be long and
profitable over the years”
MyMovies

——
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Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

PRESS QUOTES

“Together with a particularly scratchy ending, it gives
light to a meritorious perspective on a cultural and
social tradition of a certain relevance, which concerns
the members of one of the largest foreign communities
in our country.”

MyMovies

“The cinematography in Where the Night Stands Still is
masterfully rendered in monochrome, heightening the
film’s emotional resonance and contemplative
narrative.”

Universal Cinema

“...A masterful use of economy and mise-en-scéne
where contemplation and family dynamics slowly
simmer into a dramatic eruption.”

Film Fest Report

“Liryc Dela Cruz directs a story at once simple (the
family constellation) and rather unusual (Filipinos in
Italy) that, beyond its very solid formal mastery, even
has a spectacular final twist in store.”
Cineuropa

“Gradually flourishes into a quiet, effective story of
_family, and how blood is not necessarily thicker than
r when greed and desire take control.”
International Cinephile Society

——
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Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

PRESS QUOTES

“The lighting is striking, playing with contrast to mirror
the emotional and psychological distance between
them. It's easy to appreciate how much thought went
into the visuals...”

Overly Honest Reviews

“...This very succinct piece has its own feel and
thematics - and a dramatic language with more than a
touch of Chekhov, in its musing on an old order that is

passing while its tainted legacy remains.”
Screen International

“Breathes softly through its buildup, resulting in a
climax ringing with a sharp sense of inevitability.”
High on Films

“A simple and evocative drama in which Dela Cruz
examines familial dynamics in exceptional detail...”
International Cinephile Society

“Captivating cinematic experience crafted by
the visionary Liryc Dela Cruz.”
Universal Cinema

“Every glance and pause is loaded with meaning...

a beautifully understated meditation
on loss and identity...”
Overly Honest Reviews

——
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Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

PRESS OVERVIEW

21 January 2025 Cineuropa
Film mentioned and listed in article
The Berlinale unveils the titles playing_in its

Competition and its Perspectives and Berlinale

Special strands

21 January 2025 Screen International
Film listed in article
Berlin film festival unveils line-ups for

Competition, new Perspectives section

22 January 2025 Variety
Film mentioned in article
‘Where the Night Stands Still,” a “Meditation on
the Filipino Experience,” Boarded by Alpha Violet
Ahead of Berlin Premiere (EXCLUSIVE)

3 February 2025 Cineuropa
Interview with director Jeppe Reonde
Alpha Violet to boast another new young_talent at

Berlin

4 February 2025 The Hollywood Reporter
Positive review
‘Where the Night Stands Still’ Explores
Colonialism and the Filipino Psyche (Exclusive

Berlin Trailer)

7 February 2025 Screen International
Film mentioned in article
Berlin 2025: Screen’s guide to the Perspectives

titles

7 February 2025 Screen International
Film listed in article
The lowdown on the Berlin Film Festival 2025 titles

10 February 2025 Tip Berlin (DE)
Film mentioned in article
Highlights of the Berlinale 2025: Film tips for each

section
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https://variety.com/2025/film/global/where-the-night-stands-still-alpha-violet-berlin-1236281786/
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/where-the-night-stands-still-alpha-violet-berlin-1236281786/
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/where-the-night-stands-still-alpha-violet-berlin-1236281786/
https://www.screendaily.com/news/berlinale-unveils-line-ups-for-competition-new-perspectives-section/5200946.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/berlinale-unveils-line-ups-for-competition-new-perspectives-section/5200946.article
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/473076
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/473076
https://www.screendaily.com/features/berlin-2025-screens-guide-to-the-perspectives-titles/5201605.article
https://www.screendaily.com/features/berlin-2025-screens-guide-to-the-perspectives-titles/5201605.article
https://www.screendaily.com/features/the-lowdown-on-the-berlinale-2025-titles/5201668.article
https://www.tip-berlin.de/kino-stream/berlinale/berlinale-2025/filmtipps-berlinale-2025-empfehlungen-highlights/
https://www.tip-berlin.de/kino-stream/berlinale/berlinale-2025/filmtipps-berlinale-2025-empfehlungen-highlights/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/472576/#cm
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/472576/#cm
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/472576/#cm
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PRESS OVERVIEW

13 February 2025 Film TV (IT)
Film mentioned in article
Berlin 2025: Like the Night, the Shadows of the
Eilipino Diaspora

13 February 2025 Siegessaiile Magazin (DE)
Film mentioned in article
All queer film highlights of the Berlinale 2025

14 February 2025 Frieze
Film mentioned in article
What to See During_Berlin International Film
Festival 2025

15 February 2025 Cineuropa
Positive review
Review: Where the Night Stands Still

15 February 2025 Film Fest Report
Positive review
Berlinale 2025: Where the Night Stands Still (dir.
Liryc Dela Cruz) | Review

15 February 2025 Filmmaker Mag
Film mentioned in article
“It Carries the Weight of Improvisation but Also

Inevitability”: Liryc Dela Cruz on his Berlinale-

premiering Where the Night Stands Still (Come la
Notte)

15 February 2025 International Cinephile Society
Positive review
Berlinale 2025 review: Where the Night Stands
Still (Liryc Dela Cruz),

15 February 2025 Overly Honest Reviews
Mixed review

A Quiet Storm of Emotion and Memory
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https://www.frieze.com/article/what-see-during-berlin-international-film-festival-2025
https://www.frieze.com/article/what-see-during-berlin-international-film-festival-2025
https://www.siegessaeule.de/magazin/alle-queere-filme-highlights-berlinale/
https://film-fest-report.com/berlinale-2025-where-the-night-stands-still-dir-liryc-dela-cruz-review/
https://film-fest-report.com/berlinale-2025-where-the-night-stands-still-dir-liryc-dela-cruz-review/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/473708
https://filmmakermagazine.com/129714-it-carries-the-weight-of-improvisation-but-also-inevitability-liryc-dela-cruz-on-his-berlinale-premiering-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte/
https://filmmakermagazine.com/129714-it-carries-the-weight-of-improvisation-but-also-inevitability-liryc-dela-cruz-on-his-berlinale-premiering-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte/
https://filmmakermagazine.com/129714-it-carries-the-weight-of-improvisation-but-also-inevitability-liryc-dela-cruz-on-his-berlinale-premiering-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte/
https://filmmakermagazine.com/129714-it-carries-the-weight-of-improvisation-but-also-inevitability-liryc-dela-cruz-on-his-berlinale-premiering-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte/
https://icsfilm.org/festivals/berlin/2025-berlin/berlinale-2025-review-where-the-night-stands-still-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://icsfilm.org/festivals/berlin/2025-berlin/berlinale-2025-review-where-the-night-stands-still-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://mailnewsgroup.com/ohmr/a-quiet-storm-of-emotion-and-memory/
https://www.filmtv.it/post/39412/berlino-2025-come-la-notte-le-ombre-della-diaspora-filippina/#rfr:none
https://www.filmtv.it/post/39412/berlino-2025-come-la-notte-le-ombre-della-diaspora-filippina/#rfr:none

Press report Where the Night Stands Still
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PRESS OVERVIEW

15 February 2025 Screen Daily (in print article)
Film listed in article
Screenings: Where the Night Stands Still

15 February 2025 Screen Daily
Positive review
‘Where The Night Stands Still’ review: Modest
Filipino domestic helper drama is set in rural Italy

15 February 2025 Asian Movie Pulse
Positive review
Film Review: Where the Night Stands Still (2025)
by Liryc Dela Cruz

15 February 2025 Cinecitta (IT)
Interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
'‘Come la notte'. The Filipino community in Italy in

Liryc Dela Cruz's debut

15 February 2025 Italy for Movies (IT)
Article on the film
'‘Come la notte', the hidden scars of the Filipino

community in Italy

16 February 2025 Eye for Film
Mixed review
Where The Night Stands Still

16 February 2025 Le Polyester
Positive review
Berlinale | Review: Where the Night Stands Still

16 February 2025 The Manila Times
Mixed review
The Philippines at Berlinale 2025: Showcasing

Eilipino cinema on the global stage

16 February 2025 Micropsia Cine (IT)
Article on the film
Berlinale 2025: Review of “Where the Night
Stands Still” (“Come la notte™), by Liryc Dela
Cruz (Perspectives)
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https://asianmoviepulse.com/2025/02/film-review-where-the-night-stands-still-2025-by-liryc-dela-cruz/#google_vignette
https://asianmoviepulse.com/2025/02/film-review-where-the-night-stands-still-2025-by-liryc-dela-cruz/#google_vignette
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/where-the-night-stands-still-review-modest-filipino-domestic-helper-drama-is-set-in-rural-italy/5201980.article
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/where-the-night-stands-still-review-modest-filipino-domestic-helper-drama-is-set-in-rural-italy/5201980.article
https://www.italyformovies.it/news/detail/2453/le-cicatrici-nascoste-del-postcolonialismo-filippino
https://www.italyformovies.it/news/detail/2453/le-cicatrici-nascoste-del-postcolonialismo-filippino
https://cinecittanews.it/come-la-notte-la-comunita-filippina-in-italia-nellesordio-di-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://cinecittanews.it/come-la-notte-la-comunita-filippina-in-italia-nellesordio-di-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://www.eyeforfilm.co.uk/review/where-the-night-stands-still-2025-film-review-by-marko-stojiljkovic#google_vignette
https://lepolyester.com/critique-where-the-night-stands-still/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/02/16/the-sunday-times/arts-awake/showcasing-filipino-cinema-on-the-global-stage/2056496
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/02/16/the-sunday-times/arts-awake/showcasing-filipino-cinema-on-the-global-stage/2056496
https://www.micropsiacine.com/2025/02/berlinale-2025-critica-de-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte-de-liryc-dela-cruz-perspectives/
https://www.micropsiacine.com/2025/02/berlinale-2025-critica-de-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte-de-liryc-dela-cruz-perspectives/
https://www.micropsiacine.com/2025/02/berlinale-2025-critica-de-where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte-de-liryc-dela-cruz-perspectives/
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PRESS OVERVIEW

16 February 2025 My Movies
Positive review
Like the night, Dela Cruz places himself as a

privileged interpreter of an investigation that is

hoped to be long and fruitful over the years

16 February 2025 Screen International
Mentioned in newsletter
Berlin Daily: Top Stories

16 February 2025 Style (RU)
Mentioned in article
Berlinale 2025: Where Dreams Lead

16 February 2025 Taxidrivers
Article on the film
'Like the Night' or the Banality of Colonial Evil

17 February 2025 Journey to Cinema
Positive review
Where the Night Stands Still: Between Light,
Absence and L oss

18 February 2025 The Hollywood Reporter Italy
Mentioned in article
Berlin 75, presented Come la notte, by the Italian-

Eilipino director Liryc Deal Cruz, in the

Perspectives section

18 February 2025 Universal Cinema
Positive review
Berlinale 2025 | Where the Night Stands Still

19 February 2025 Cinephilia (GR)
Mixed review
Like the night

16 February 2025 Film Fest Report
Interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
Berlinale 2025: Where the Night Stands Still |
Interview with Liryc Dela Cruz

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
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https://style.rbc.ru/impressions/67b0f1bf9a794783f5ac49a6
https://screeneditorial.cmail19.com/t/d-e-stykkll-iuzqltm-r/
https://journeyintocinema.com/where-the-night-stands-still-review/
https://journeyintocinema.com/where-the-night-stands-still-review/
https://www.taxidrivers.it/425964/festival-di-cinema/berlinale/come-la-notte-o-la-banalita-del-male-coloniale.html
https://www.hollywoodreporter.it/film/recensione/berlino-75-presentato-come-la-notte-del-regista-italo-filippino-liryc-deal-cruz-nella-sezione-perspectives/134934/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.it/film/recensione/berlino-75-presentato-come-la-notte-del-regista-italo-filippino-liryc-deal-cruz-nella-sezione-perspectives/134934/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.it/film/recensione/berlino-75-presentato-come-la-notte-del-regista-italo-filippino-liryc-deal-cruz-nella-sezione-perspectives/134934/
https://universalcinema.ca/berlinale-2025-where-the-night-stands-still/
http://cinephilia.gr/index.php/tainies/kosmos/8110-where-the-night-stands-tou-liryc-dela-cruz-kritiki-kalliopi-poutoyroglou?fbclid=IwY2xjawIiiZpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHSnHCKRcBuJ5ta-chw8UALwQRtCoFXnSq4fBilJ_bj35-tju3srGlEZNYg_aem_S5KKIcxbTMKqLDfkBYUVrw
https://www.mymovies.it/film/2025/come-la-notte/news/la-recensione/
https://www.mymovies.it/film/2025/come-la-notte/news/la-recensione/
https://www.mymovies.it/film/2025/come-la-notte/news/la-recensione/
https://film-fest-report.com/berlinale-2025-where-the-night-stands-still-interview-with-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://film-fest-report.com/berlinale-2025-where-the-night-stands-still-interview-with-liryc-dela-cruz/
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PRESS OVERVIEW

21 February 2025 Tagesspiegel (DE) (print and online)
Article on the film
New Young_Talent Competition at the Berlinale:

This was the first issue of “Perspectives”

23 February 2025 High on Films
Positive review
Where The Night Stands Still (Come la notte,
2025)_‘Berlinale’ Movie Review: A Spare Reflection

on Displaced Belonging

24 February 2025 Fred
Interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
Liryc Dela Cruz, director of When the night

stands still on belonging_both to Italy and The
Philippines

24 February 2025 Film Rezensionen (DE)
Positive review
Where the Night Stands Still

24 February 2025 ODG Magazine
Positive review
Una Prospetiva Sul Futuro

25 February 2025 The Upcoming
Interview with Liryc Dela Cruz, Magallanes,
Caringal & Barcellano
Liryc Dela Cruz, Magallanes, Caringal &
Barcellano on Where the Night Stands Still at
Berlin 2025

1March 2025  Sentieri Selvaggi (IT)
Positive review
Like the Night, by Liryc Dela Cruz

3 March 2025 C7nema (PT)
Positive review

Come la notte: the unshakable weight of the past
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https://www.fred.fm/when-the-night-stands-still-interview-with-director-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://www.fred.fm/when-the-night-stands-still-interview-with-director-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://www.fred.fm/when-the-night-stands-still-interview-with-director-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://www.highonfilms.com/where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte-2025-berlinale-movie-review/
https://www.highonfilms.com/where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte-2025-berlinale-movie-review/
https://www.highonfilms.com/where-the-night-stands-still-come-la-notte-2025-berlinale-movie-review/
https://www.odgmagazine.com/una-prospettiva-sul-futuro/
https://www.film-rezensionen.de/2025/02/where-the-night-stands-still/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJHlXvTDpyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJHlXvTDpyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJHlXvTDpyI
https://www.sentieriselvaggi.it/come-la-notte-di-liryc-dela-cruz/
https://c7nema.net/critica/item/131430-come-la-notte-o-inabalavel-peso-do-passado.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/kultur/neuer-nachwuchswettbewerb-der-berlinale-so-war-die-erste-ausgabe-der-perspectives-13242766.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/kultur/neuer-nachwuchswettbewerb-der-berlinale-so-war-die-erste-ausgabe-der-perspectives-13242766.html
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ARTICLES

21 January 2025 Cineuropa
Film mentioned and listed in article
The Berlinale unveils the titles playing_in its

Competition and its Perspectives and Berlinale

Special strands

The Berlinale unveils the titles playing in its Competition and its
Perspectives and Berlinale Special strands

by

and Berlinale

e of Tom
yy Todd Haynes)
ar d to
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https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/472576/#cm
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/472576/#cm
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/472576/#cm
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ARTICLES

Liryc Dela

t NS s betwee ) Filip
. Paula Tomas Marques ( | ]
b about gender-non 0 1st the backd of the Inquisition; Arnaud
d Charlotte Devillers' [+], which rt I
t . Florian Pochlatko's
[*] h d
s Valentine Cadic

[+],

her

Burhan Qurbani's No Beas! [*+], v
lin L h; Marcin Wierzchowski's
of t Hanau atta

ortrait of the emo in suf

Perspectives

r i [#] - Valentine Cadic (Fran
Where the Night Stands Still [+] - Liryc Dela Cruz (ltaly/Philippir
Eel - Chu Chun-Teng (Taiwan)
hadowbox [+] - Tanushree Das and Saumyananda Sahi (India/Frz
[+] - Arnaud Dufeys and Charlotte Devillers (B
[#] - Urdka Djuki¢ (S

- Ernesto Martinez Bucio

1 nd the Qddness of the - Florian Pochlatko (Austria)
[*] - Mohamed Rashad (Egypt/Fre rmany/Qatar/Saudi Arabia)
Balint Daniel Sés (Hu
iny, dile gue nc nalo) - Joel Alfonso Vargas (USA)
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ARTICLES

21 January 2025 Screen International
Film listed in article

Berlin film festival unveils line-ups for

Competition, new Perspectives section

NEWS

Berlin film festival unveils line-ups
for Competition, new Perspectives
section

MICHAEL ROSSER

MOST POPULAR

Amazon MGM's ‘Jack
o Ryan' feature starring
L__ John Krasinski and

Sienna Miller preps UK
shoot

‘BLUE MOON' i ‘Mr Burton' review:
R ‘? Toby Jones stars in

" Richard Burton origins

story

The 75th Berlin International Film Festival (February 13-23) has unveiled

the 19 titles set to play in its official Competition and films selected for its
Oscars 2025 speeches:

Sean Baker calls for

new competitive Perspectives strand.
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https://www.screendaily.com/news/berlinale-unveils-line-ups-for-competition-new-perspectives-section/5200946.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/berlinale-unveils-line-ups-for-competition-new-perspectives-section/5200946.article
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ARTICLES

Perspectives

The Settlement (Egy-Fr-Ger-Saudi-Qat), dir. Mohamed Rashad *

Shadowbox (India-France-USA-Spain), dir. Tanushree Das, Saumyananda Sahi
*

BLKNWS: Terms & Conditions (US), dir. Kahlil Joseph *

Where the Night Stands Still (1t-Phil), dir. Liryc Dela Cruz *

The Devil Smokes (and Saves the Burnt Matches in the Same Box) (Mex), dir.
Ernesto Martinez Bucio *

Two Times Jodo Liberada (Port), dir. Paula Tomas Marques *
Eel (Tai), dir, Chu Chun-Teng *

How to Be Normal and the Oddness of the Other World (Austria), dir. Florian
Pochlatko *

Little Trouble Girls (Slovenia-It-Cro-Ser), dir. Urska Djukic *

Mad Bills to Pay (or Destiny, dile que no soy malo)(US), dir. Joel Alfonso
Vargas

Growing Down (Hun), dir, Balint Daniel S6s *
Punching The World (Ger), dir, Constanze Klaue *
We believe You (Bel), dir. Arnaud Dufeys, Charlotte Devillers *

That Summer In Paris (Fra), dir. Valentine Cadic *
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22 January 2025 Variety
Film mentioned in article
‘Where the Night Stands Still,” a ‘Meditation on
the Filipino Experience,” Boarded by Alpha Violet
Ahead of Berlin Premiere (EXCLUSIVE),

‘Where the Night Stands Still, a
‘Meditation on the Filipino Experience,’
Boarded by Alpha Violet Ahead of
Berlin Premiere (EXCLUSIVE)

boarded the

ere the

ur resilier n tracing these fractures, it
er the quiet s and lingering

s both history and
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“We were quickly impressed by the beauty of the black-
and-white image and slowly fell into the storytelling with
some of the mysterious intrigues of this film,” Virginie
Devesa and Keiko Funato, CEQs of Alpha Violet, state.
“Liryc Dela Cruz’s resolute aesthetic sense and open
spirit as a migrant from the Philippines seduced us just

as deeply.”

“Where the Night Stands Still” stars Tess Magallanes,
Jenny Llanto Caringal and Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano
Jr.

It is produced by Pelircula, Ozono and Il Mio Filippino

Collective, with co-production by Reckless Natarajan

Pictures. Il Mio Filippino Collective is a collective of

Filipino domestic and care workers, artists, community
organizers and members of the diaspora based in Italy.

Dela Cruz, who was born in the Philippines but lives in
Rome, Italy, took part in Berlinale's talent development

program Berlinale Talents in 2020.
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3 February 2025 Cineuropa
Interview with director Jeppe Reonde

Alpha Violet to boast another new young_talent at
Berlin

Alpha Violet to boast another new young talent at Berlin

Avilas (of [*]
Fernanda Valadez

A UpOl
Collectivo
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4 February 2025 The Hollywood Reporter
Positive review
‘Where the Night Stands Still’ Explores
Colonialism and the Filipino Psyche (Exclusive

Berlin Trailer)

= Q GOTATIP? //()// j,l ()()( NEWSLETTERS

REPORTER
NEWS FILM ™ MUSIC AWARDS LIFESTYLE BUSINESS INTERNATIONAL VIDEO CHARTS LISTS

= MOVIE NEW

Where the Night Stands Still’ Explores Colonialism
and the Filipino Psyche (Exclusive Berlin Trailer)

After years of separation, three Filipino siblings, all domestic workers in Italy, reunite in Liryc Dela Cruz's
feature debut, which world premieres in the Berlinale's new Perspectives section.

BY GEOR Lt FEBRUA . JAM

to world premiere in the Berlin Film Festival's ne

ion program for |
its first trailer ahead ¢

ration, three Filipino siblings, a

Rt & SHOPPING WITH THR

at has grown between them
aling the quiet yet profound marks
connection,” the synopsis concludes.

Cozy Earth’s Oprah
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“This film is a deeply personal exploration of the silent, corrosive
egacy that colonialism has left on the Filipino psyche, its insidious
legacy that colonialism has left on the Filipino psyche, it d
power to fracture not only nations but also families and individuals;

Dela Cruz says about the film. “I am examining how centuries of
oppression, displacement, and survival have shaped the intimate
dynamics of family, creating spaces where unresolved pain festers in
silence’

Adds the filmmaker: "At its core, this film reflects a deeper, darker
truth: when the oppressed internalize the violence of their oppressors,
the result can be even more devastating”

The trailer gives a first glimpse of the film's black-and-white aesthetics
and how little the characters have to tell each other.

Where the Night Stands Still stars Tess Magallanes, Jenny Llanto
Caringal, and Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano Jr. It was produced by
Pelircula, Ozono, and 1l Mio Filippino Collective, with Reckless
Natarajan Pictures co-producing. iolet is handling
international sales.

Dela Cruz is an artist and filmmaker from the Southern Philippines
and Rome, Italy. In 2023, his exhibition “IL Mio Filippino: For Those
Who Care to See” in Rome focused on his multi-year research on
“exhaustion, slavery, care, hospitality and colonial history of the
Philippines.

Il Mio Filippino Collective is a collective of Filipino domestic and care
workers, artists, community organizers, and members of the diaspora
based in Italy. Its mission is “to collaborate, co-create and co-imagine
with people and groups who are dedicated to fostering communities

of resistance, care, and hospit

Watch the trailer for Where the Night Stands Still below.

ﬁ Where the Nig tﬁw Still by Liryc Del@€ru.,
' =
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7 February 2025 Screen International
Film mentioned in article
Berlin 2025: Screen’s guide to the Perspectives

titles

FEATURES

Berlin 2025: Screen’s guide to the
Perspectives titles

SCREEM STAFF | 7

0000

Screen staff preview all of the titles in the Berlin film

festival’'s new competitive Perspectives strand for international
fiction feature debuts, which replaces the Encounters strand and
comes with a €50,000 prize. The festival runs February 13-23.

MOST POPULAR

Amazon MGM's Jack
Ryan' feature starring
John Krasinski and
Sienna Miller preps UK
shoot

] ‘Mr Burton' review:
b ‘r B Toby Jones stars in
1| Richard Burton origins
story

el , 3 Oscars 2025 speeches:
‘LITTLE TROUBLE GIRLS' '} Sean Baker calls for
- IR indie film support, ‘No

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com


https://www.screendaily.com/features/berlin-2025-screens-guide-to-the-perspectives-titles/5201605.article
https://www.screendaily.com/features/berlin-2025-screens-guide-to-the-perspectives-titles/5201605.article

Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

ARTICLES

Where The Night Stands Still (it-Phil)

Dir. Liryc Dela Cruz

This black-and-white drama centres on three Filipino siblings, all domestic
workers in Italy, who meet in the villa that one of the sisters has inherited as
shared memories and buried grievances put their relationship to the test.
Philippines-born director Dela Cruz is based in Rome and took part in the
Berlinale Talents development programme in 2020. Where The Night Stands Still
is produced by Pelircula, Ozono and Il Mio Filippino Collective, in co-production
with Reckless Natarajan Pictures.

Contact: Alpha Violet

Profiles by: Flore Boitel, Ellie Calnan, Ben Dalton, Tim Dams, Elaine Guerini,
Jeremy Kay, Rebecca Leffler, Orlando Parfitt, Michael Rosser, Matt Schley, Mona
Tabbara, Silvia Wong

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com



Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

ARTICLES

7 February 2025 Screen International
Film listed in article
The lowdown on the Berlin Film Festival 2025 titles
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The lowdown on the Berlin Film
Festival 2025 titles

SCREEN STAFF

Amazon MGM's ‘Jack
Ryan’ feature starring
John Krasinski and
Sienna Miller preps UK
shoot

JIKOL LOS / ML 3 ‘Mr Burton’ review:
[CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:] ‘BLUE MOON’, 'DREAMERS', "PUNCHING THE RA™ Toby jones stars in
WORLD', ‘LATE SHIFT', '"HOT MILK", "LITTLE TROUBLE GIRLS' (¥ Richard Burton origins

ostory

Artistic director Tricia Tuttle's inaugural Berlin Film Festival (February 13-

Oscars 2025 speeches:
23) opens with Tom Tykwer's The Light and features a host of arthouse " Sean Baker calls for
stalwarts alongside new discoveries. ! indie film support, ‘No
Other Land’ directors
criticise US government

Chinese blockbuster
‘Ne Zha 2’ lands
. distribution across
" Europe, UK-Ireland

‘Mickey 17" tops

4 worldwide box office,
hits $53m; ‘Anora’ gets
Oscars boost

Harris Dickinson among
speakers at inaugural
Picturehouse Create
event

"We think about
commerciality more
than we have done,”
says Film4's Ollie
Madden
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Perspectives

BLKNWS: Terms & Conditions (Kahlil Joseph)

The Devil Smokes (And Saves The Burnt Matches In The Same Box)

(Ernesto Martinez Bucio)
Eel (Chu Chun-Teng)
Growing Down (Balint Daniel Sos)

How To Be Normal And The Oddness Of The Other World (Florian
Pochlatko)

Little Trouble Girls (Urska Djukic)

Mad Bills To Pay (Or Destiny, Dile Que No Soy Malo) (Joel Alfonso Vargas)
Punching The World (Constanze Klaue)

The Settlement (Mohamed Rashad)

Shadowbox (Tanushree Das, Saumyananda Sahi)

That Summer In Paris (Valentine Cadic)

Two Times Joao Liberada (Paula Tomas Margues)

We Believe You (Arnaud Dufeys, Charlotte Devillers)

+ Where The Night Stands Still (Liryc Dela Cruz)
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10 February 2025 Tip Berlin (DE)

FEATURES

=

[CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:] ‘BLUE MOON', 'DREAMERS', ‘PUNCHING THE
WORLD', "LATE SHIFT", "HOT MILK', ‘LITTLE TROUBLE GIRLS"

Artistic director Tricia Tuttle's inaugural Berlin Film Festival (February 13-

23) opens with Tom Tykwer's The Light and features a host of arthouse

stalwarts alongside new discoveries.

Amazon MGM's ‘Jack
Ryan’ feature starring
John Krasinski and
Sienna Miller preps UK
shoot

‘Mr Burton' review:
Toby jones starsin

[l Richard Burton origins
© story

Oscars 2025 speeches:
Sean Baker calls for
indie film support, ‘No
Other Land’ directors
criticise US government

Chinese blockbuster
‘Ne Zha 2’ lands
distribution across
Europe, UK-Ireland

‘Mickey 17" tops
worldwide box office,
hits $53m; ‘Anora’ gets
Oscars boost

Harris Dickinson among
speakers at inaugural
Picturehouse Create
event

"We think about
commerciality more
than we have done,”
says Film4's Ollie
Madden
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13 February 2025 Film TV (IT)
Film mentioned in article
Berlin 2025: Like the Night, the Shadows of the
Eilipino Diaspora

POST  created theFebruary 13, 2025
Berlin 2025: Like the Night, the Shadows of
the Filipino Diaspora

by PC1979

A Night of Truth and Revelations

Come |2 notte is not o
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Talent and social commitment

Come la notte isp , the in

A necessary film
Come la notte is more than a film: itis a ony, the migratory condit

denunc of the F Cr a ordin
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13 February 2025 Siegessaiile Magazin (DE)
Film mentioned in article
All queer film highlights of the Berlinale 2025

75TH BERLIN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

f
» Al queer film highlights of the Berlinale 2025

13 Fei

The 75th Berlinale runs from February 13th to 23rd and there are again numerous
LGBTIQ* films to discover. SIEGESSAULE lists all the queer highlights for you
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Perspectives: Debut Films

Image : Eilhardt Pr

cted

“lanine y"
Germany, 2025, directed by Jan Eilhardt

at askance and treated with ho
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“Little Tre * Girls"
Slovenla, Italy, Croatia, Serbia, 2025, Director: Urika Djukié

I, Th e hefriends 2 ular tro-

s to @ monastery in the countryside for an intensive weekend
faith and val

"That Sumr in Par
France, 2025, Director: Valentine Cadic

Screenings:

‘Where the Night Stands Still"
italy, Philippines, 2025, directed by Liryc Dela Cruz

1 the Philippines, all domestic servants in Italy
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14 February 2025 Frieze
Film mentioned in article

What to See During Berlin International Film
Eestival 2025

What to See During Berlin International Film Festival
2025

From |ames Bernknghs depletion of & vankshing way of life o an sdaptation of Deborah Levy's 2016 novel ‘Het
Milk'
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Liryc Dela Cruz, Where the Night Stands Still (2025)

The first major shakeup of new festival director Tricia Tuttle's reign was to replace the adventurous if
divisive ‘Encounters’ sidebar with ‘Perspectives, a strand focused solely on narrative feature debuts.
Tronically, Where the Night Stands Still, an elusive ghost story from Rome-based Filipino director
Liryc Dela Cruz, would fit comfortably in either. Shot in startlingly crisp black and white, Dela Cruz's
film follows a day in the life of én sekeeper Rosa (Jenny Llanto Caringal). Cruz shows her
tending to a stately country home before revealing that she is now the owner, having recently
inherited it from her former employer. Some spice is added to the mix with the arrival of Rosa's
sister Lillia (Tess Magallanes) and brother Manny (Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano Jr.), neither of
whom she's seen in years. Over 75 minutes, Dela Cruz allows the sociological and personal
implications of Rosa's situation to germinate in the mind's eye while an uncanny tension builds
amongst the siblings. This 1s slow cinema with a dark sense of humour and a nasty bite. — Rory

O'Connor

The 75th Berlin International Film Festival runs from 13-23 February 2025
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15 February 2025 Cineuropa
Positive review

Review: Where the Night Stands Still

FORMO®
BERLINALE 2025 Perspeciives
Review: Where the Night Stands Still

international title

original title

sales agent
year
directed by
screenplay

cast:

main awards/selection
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2025

n full film profile
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15 February 2025 Film Fest Report
Positive review
Berlinale 2025: Where the Night Stands Still (dir.
Liryc Dela Cruz) | Review

Berlinale 2025: Where the Night

Stands Still (dir. Liryc Dela Cruz) |
Review

1B Jenny Lianto Caringal, Tess Magallanes and Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano Jr. in Come ka notte (Whers the Night Stands Still) by Lirys
Dela Cruz | @ Walang Hanggan

Liryc Dela Cruz explores the Filipino diaspora of

three siblings in Italy, where a reunion reveals the
true nature of fragile relationships.

trations a maste use of economy and mise-en-sce

wly simmer into a dramatic eruption.

low cinema parameters, but Liryc aims to provide a different perspective by offering

a moralistic story about Filipino family relations, immigrant experiences, the homeland and identity.
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1, Lirye's chamber room drama unveils the fragility of the human spirit through the

Filipino diaspora.
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15 February 2025 Filmmaker Mag
Film mentioned in article
“It Carries the Weight of Improvisation but Also

[nevitability”: Liryc Dela Cruz on his Berlinale-

premiering Where the Night Stands Still (Come la
Notte)

“It Carries the Weight of Improvisation but Also
Inevitability”: Liryc Dela Cruz on his Betlinale-
premiering Where the Night Stands Still (Come la Notte)

Related Articles

Whamw the Night Stomers S %

“Slime Everywhare*: Groce Glowickl and
U8, Girls" Mog Remy on Deod Lover
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Dela Cruz: The responses are often quite different, though not
always in the ways one might expect. Viewers who share the
same sentiments with us, especially people who have a strong
colonial history, often recognize the weight of history and labor in
our works intuitively. They see their own families, their own
stories, even in the silences. There's less need to explain the
nuances of migration, care work or colonial residue — it's already
part of their lived experience. Sometimes they tell us our works
make them feel seen; other times it reopens wounds they've
been trying to forget. Either way there’s a deep, visceral
recognition.

Western audiences, on the other hand, often approach our works
with a certain distance. Some are deeply engaged, especially
those attuned to decolonial thought, while others struggle with
the contemplative rhythms or the lack of clear exposition. There's
sometimes a tendency to exoticize or intellectualize the Filipino
experience rather than feel it. But | don't shape my films or work
differently for them. | don't believe in translating or diluting for a
Western gaze. The work remains the same. It's rooted in Filipino
experiences, told in our rhythms. If Western audiences truly want
to listen, they have to meet the film where it stands.

That said, | do find it interesting when Western viewers connect
with the themes of alienation, family fractures, and longing. It
reminds me that, despite the vast differences in history and
privilege, displacement, whether literal or emotional, is something
many people carry in different ways.

Filmmaker: Finally, what are your — and the Collective’s —
ultimate hopes for the film (which you refer to as a “cautionary
tale” in your director's statement)?

Dela Cruz: Our hope for Come /g Notte is that it exists as both a
whisper and a cautionary tale. A whisper because it speaks in
quiet moments of siblings who can no longer find the language to
bridge the distances between them, of bodies that carry the
weight of history without knowing how to set it down.

The film is a microcosm of the world we live in, a reflection of a
larger darkness. We like to believe that we have moved forward,
that history is behind us, that the violence of the past belongs to
another time. But the night is still here. The same forces that
uproot, erase and consume remain at work, only shifting their
masks. Is the world truly changing, or have we simply become
better at looking away? If we are no longer haunted by ghosts, is
it because the ghosts have stepped fully into the light? We call it
a cautionary tale because it confronts us with a question: If we
claim to be post-colonial, post-dictatorship, post-trauma, why

does the architecture of violence remain intact? If history is

cyclical, does that mean it is inevitable, or does it mean we have
failed to intervene?
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15 February 2025 International Cinephile Society

& Berlinale 2025 review:
| Where the Night Stands
7 still (Liryc Dela Cruz)

Positive review
Berlinale 2025 review: Where the Night Stands
Still (Liryc Dela Cruz),
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15 February 2025 Overly Honest Reviews
Mixed review
A Quiet Storm of Emotion and Memory

A Quiet Storm of Emotion and Memory

® Read Time: 3 Minute

MOVIE REVIEW
Where the Night Sta | (Come la notte)

(RGTRATED) - Fe 3
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15 February 2025 Screen Daily (in print article)
Film listed in article
Screenings: Where the Night Stands Still
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SCREENINGS
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15 February 2025 Screen Daily
Positive review
‘Where The Night Stands Still’ review: Modest
Filipino domestic helper drama is set in rural Italy

REVIEWS

‘Where The Night Stands Still’
review: Modest Filipino domestic
helper drama is set in rural Italy

JONS

0000

Tagalog-language black-and-white film bows in Berlin's
Perspectives

MOST POPULAR

Amazon MGM's ‘Jack
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“Mr Burton® review:
Toby Jones stars in
| Richard Burton origins
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ryc Dela Cruz

@ Berlin  Evrope Festivals |taly Perspectives Roviews
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15 February 2025 Asian Movie Pulse
Positive review

Film Review: Where the Night Stands Still (2025)
by Liryc Dela Cruz

Film Review: Where the Night Stands
Still (2025) by Liryc Dela Cruz

w The BEAUTY full SKIN professional
program

Where the Night Stands Still is sceening at Berlin
International Film Festival
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Where the Night Stands-Still" | Trailé'r_-_‘j‘Ber! le
Ty o : .

Watch on I YouTube
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15 February 2025 Cinecitta (IT)
Interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
'‘Come la notte'. The Filipino community in Italy in

Liryc Dela Cruz's debut

'Come la notte'. The Filipino
community in Italy in Liryc Dela
Cruz's debut

Interview with the Founding Director of 'My Filipino Collective’

BERLIM 2025 °

FEBRUARY 15, 2025

After years of separation, three Filipino brothers, all domestic workers in
Italy, meet in the villa that one of the sisters has inherited. As the night
deepens, the long-awaited reunion awakens old memories but also
unspoken resentments. The air is heavy with the weight of what has been
left unfinished over time, as the brothers try to bridge the distance that
has grown between them. In the stiliness of the villa, they struggle with an
inexpressible pain as their shared history unravels in fragments and
reveals subtle but profound signs of absence, envy and broken bonds.
'‘Come la notte), directed by Liryce Dela Cruz, premiered in the Perspectives

section at the 75th Berlinale.

#BERLIN #BERLIN2025 #BERLIN7S °
#LIKETHENIGHT

Erma Pictures
FEBRUARY 15, 2025
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15 February 2025 Italy for Movies (IT)
Article on the film
'‘Come la notte', the hidden scars of the Filipino

community in Italy

‘Come la notte’, the hidden
scars of the Filipino
community in Italy

] E 7 Co
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The filming locations and the Villa, a metaphor for
imprisonment

"Where the Night Stands'StillS| T

Watch on (BB Youlube
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16 February 2025 Eye for Film
Mixed review
Where The Night Stands Still

Where The Night Stands Still
8 8 gkak{

Reviewed by: Marko Stojiljkovic

Three Filipina
siblings, all
domestic
workers in Italy,
meet in the villa
that one of the
sisters has
inherited.
Shared
memaories and
buried grievances come to the
surface and put their fragile
relationship to the test.

Director: Liryc Dela Cruz
Writer: Liryc Dela Cruz
Starring: Tess Magallanes,

Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano

i - . Jr, Jenny Llanto Caringal
gn‘r rai'f‘ scenes, u;n.raHy in wider shots from a distance, signals i Y g

al rigour.” | Photo Walang Hanggan Year: 2025

: Runtime: 75 minutes
_

Country: Italy, Philippines

Have you ever wondered how would a bastard child between Lav Diaz' DIY
filmmaking and the once-popular "mumblecore” cinema might look like if it were
sprinkled with some artistic ambition? Ready or not, the answer is here In the form BIFF 2025

of Liryc Dela Cruz's debut feature Where The Night Stands Still, which premiered at

the Perspect section of Berlinale. Search database:

Festivals:

Our protagonist Lilia (Tess Magallanes) is a Filipino woman living in Italy. She

alone in a large and largely unfurnished villa and her daily life consists of routines.
When she wakes up, she says a prayer in which she mentions Signora Patrizia, then
proceeds to the surrounding garden for a breath of fresh air and some serenity
which she d some maore cho One would assume that she lives as a maid in
someone else’s home, but Iater we learn she inherited the estate from the late
Signora she worked for, who © ered her a friend rather than the help.

Search

That might be the reason why Lilia is being visited by her

estranged siblings Manny (Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano Jr,

the only seasoned film actor among the LEStJ and Rosa

(Jenny Llanto Caringal) younger si who stayed

back in their homeland might be on a mis: on to persuade

Lilia to sell the house and cormr o the homeland h

maoney to invest, while the might have different

ideas. The communication between the three seems more formal than intimate and
affectionate and there are certain resentments from the past

Dela Cruz s for the DIY approach and full o film by occupying
multiple crew roles: along with writing and directing the m , the filmmaker also
shut and edited it and did the production design. She has a Ennt'derabic sense of
shot in the "shades of gr: ype of bl and

cinematography that allows play between light and shadow, while n:pnng for the
5 nes, usually in wider shots from a : gnals artistic formal
rigour. The austerity is further accented by the lack of any music, but Antonio
Gianantonio's great sound design fills the film with garden and neighbourhood

5. Also, Dela Cruz at has and listens to editing assistants, so the runtime
is a pleasant 75 minutes,

On the downside, there are significant discrepancies in the acting styles of the three
cast members. Barcellano Jr positions his Manny as a man simmering with some
sort of anger, Magallanes is the under-acting mode as a modest woman grateful to
the kind stranger more then she ever was to her family, while Caringal gives a lived-
in performance as th t sister who seemingly aims to please. That
constellation, along h the very title of the film, glves away the final plot twist
which simply does not come as a surprise for a trained viewer, no matter how subtle
and precise Dela Cruz's execution of it is.

In the end, Where Night Stands Still is a stylish, mteresting feature debut that
signals th-.1 filmmaker’s talent and sen r, it somehow lac!
substance department and would serve better as a short.

Reviewed on: 16 Febh 2025
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16 February 2025 Le Polyester
Positive review
Berlinale | Review: Where the Night Stands Still

Berlinale | R Might Stands Stil

Watch on ([0 Yealobe
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16 February 2025 The Manila Times
Mixed review

The Philippines at Berlinale 2025: Showcasing

Filipino cinema on the global stage

The Wanila Times

The Philippines at Berlinale 2025

Showecasing Filipino cinema on the global stage
THE FUTURE IS CREATIVE

As the world's cinephiles and industry professionals converge in Berlin for the 75th Berlin
International Film Festival (Berlinale) and the European Film Market (EFM) — running
from Feb. 13 to 23, Filipino filmmakers and industry delegates are making their mark with a

powerful lineup of films, projects, and key industry participation.

Adding to the Filipino presence at Berlinale, Maris Racal dazzled on the red carpet during the

festival's Opening Night, representing Filipino talent on a global stage.

A stunning Italian-Filipino co-production, "Come la Notte (Where the Night Stands Still)"
debuts in Berlinale's Perspectives section. Directed and written by Lyric dela Cruz, who also
serves as the film's producer, the film is a deeply personal and visually striking meditation on
identity, displacement, and memory. Co-produced by Leonardo Birindelli, Gutierrez
Mangansakan II, Moira Lang, and Evelyn Vargas-Knaebel, this world premiere highlights the

powerful collaboration between Italy and the Philippines.
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16 February 2025 Micropsia Cine (IT)
Article on the film
Berlinale 2025: Review of “Where the Night
Stands Still” (“Come la notte™), by Liryc Dela
Cruz (Perspectives)

Berlinale 2025: Review of "Where the Night Stands Still” ("Come la
notte”), by Liryc Dela Cruz (Perspectives)

Three Filipino siblings meet in the house that the eldest has inherited in Italy. During the days
they spend together, conflicts arise linked to their history and their present. In the Perspectives
competition.

(6 comparic + [ vor J cambic

FILMA
ZAGLARAOION

hot in high-contrast black and white in a single location - a large house with a field - thi

Filipino film could be considered a chamber story as it deals with only three characters

who meet in this place, located in the middle of the Italian countryside. First we see Lilli

(Tess Magallanes), who lives there, since she inherited the house from the person she

worked for. Her siblings Rosa (Jenny Llanto Caringal) and Manny (Benjamin Vasquez
Barcellano Jr.) come to visit her and meet her for a meal in the courtyard of the house. In the
conversation, apparently about casual matters, some issues related to the relationship between all of
them and the family history come to light.
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Thus, as the minutes pass slowly — there are few events outside the series of conversations, most of
which are individual walks around the estate — the conflicts intensify in a somewhat elusive way but
which clearly create distance between the visitors and the owner. Immigration, separation, the
relationship with the owners of the houses where they work — all three live in Italy and do more or less
the same thing — and debts or personal grudges appear to upset everything. Even more than initially
imaginable.

'~‘ “em

" e

A small, discreet, unambitious and moderately effective Filipino film, although it fails to generate much
enthusiasm, COMME LA NOTTE will surely not go down in history as one of the important films of tha
country, but it does honestly and quite starkly present the family, personal and psychological legacy of
colonialism in the minds of its victims, who often embody and internalize these conflicts and transform
them into their own.
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16 February 2025 My Movies
Positive review
Like the night, Dela Cruz places himself as a

privileged interpreter of an investigation that is

hoped to be long and fruitful over the years
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16 February 2025 Screen International
Mentioned in newsletter
Berlin Daily: Top Stories

SCREENDAILY

Berlin Daily Sunday, 16 February 2025

MORE REVIEWS

'The Good Sister’ review:
Siblings face down an
accusation of rape in
sharp German debut

'Where The Night Stands
Still’ review: Modest
Filipino domestic helper
drama is set in rural Italy

‘Punching The World’
review: A fresh take on
German radicalisation

‘Deaf’ review: A new
baby poses challenges for
@8 her hearing-impaired
{ mother in Spanish debut

"The Devil Smokes’
review: Potent Mexican
* debut tracks five siblings
4§ over a traumatic summer
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16 February 2025 Style (RU)
Mentioned in article
Berlinale 2025: Where Dreams Lead

Imj

erlinale 2025: Where
Dreams Lead

Still from the film "Dreams”

oo

BERLIMALE 2025. FESTIVAL DIARIES @ STAS TYRKIN E

After its London premiere, Bong Joon-ho's
"Mickey 17" with a cloned Robert Pattinson
was shown at the Berlin Film Festival
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"Like Night" by Lyric Dela Cruz

The feature debut of Italian-based Filipino director and
contemporary artist Lyric Dela Cruz, Come la notte/Where the Night
Stands Still, follows in a slinky monochrome way an elderly Filipino
woman, Ata, who has faithfully served a certain Signora Patricia for
35 years, for which the said Signora, clearly very old, transferred her
huge Italian estate to her before dying of Covid. Having become the
owner of an inherited property with a history of 500 years, the
Filipina, of course, does not feel like one at all, habitually sweeping
and washing the floor, as in her time as a servant. Her brother and
sister, who are working in Rome, come to visit and offer to sell her
luxurious villa and live comfortably in her homeland (where Ate also
aspires to, since she hasn’t eaten boiled bananas for a long time), but
the devoted maid promised her mistress not to sell the estate, and
now she hangs around her park and doesn’t know what to do with all
this. If it weren’t for the regular checkups and colonoscopy, she’d
hang herself. However, now Ate has every chance of living, like many
[talians, to be a hundred years old.

This plot is a fragment of the structure of today's old rich Europe, not
only Italy. The aging population cannot do without help from the
"newcomers”. And they feel like modern slaves, even though Rome
has not been the same for a long time. Exceptions, like Ate, only
confirm the rule. "We are slaves both at home and here!" - bitterly
notes the younger brother, whom Ate advises to work harder and
better. On the other hand, modern patricians live very long, but
someday they die too, and something from their possessions in one
way or another passes into the hands of new citizens of aging
countries. And this creates a split in the migrant community. In short,

Ate should not have invited poor relatives into "his" home.

In his free time from art, the talented Lirik co-founded the collective
Il Mio Filippino, which united Filipino cleaners, dom
workers. His short, capacious film study of the life of compatriots in a

foreign land captivates with its sober authenticity and artistic truth.

Still from the film "Like Night”
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16 February 2025 Taxidrivers
Article on the film

'Like the Night' or the Banality of Colonial Evil

‘Like the Night' or the Banality of Colonial
Evil

An open garden on migrant Italy in the Perspectives

& Joy Zurls

"Scatta l'amore ' will happen?
Here's what you need to know

eature film by

ith 11 Mio Filipy

For those interested in watching

After years apart, three Filipino brothers meet in
the mansion one of their sisters inherited. As the
night deepens, the long-awaited reunion awakens
old memories but also unspoken resentments.
The air is heavy with the weight of what has been
left unfinished over time, as the brothers try to
bridge the distance that has grown between them.
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17 February 2025 Journey to Cinema
Positive review
Where the Night Stands Still: Between Light,
Absence and L oss

Where the Night Stands Still: Between
Light, Absence and Loss

Liryc Dela Cruz's Where The Night Stands Still (2025) is a
haunting meditation on displacement, inheritance and the
unspoken tensions that fracture familial bonds.

The film follows Lilia, a Filipino domestic worker in Italy who
inherits the villa of her late employer, Madam Patrizia. Her siblings,
also domestic workers, visit her and the three reunite after years
apart. Their reconnection is anything but celebratory. As the day
unfolds, the air thickens with a suffocating silence, broken only by
small talk steeped in passive aggression and old wounds that
refuse to heal. The house, with its grand yet empty spaces,
becomes a silent witness to their estrangement.

Lilia, despite legally owning the home, remains a guest in her own
life, bound to a role of servitude that has shaped her existence.
Her meticulous cleaning and unwillingness to claim the space as
her own reflects a deeper truth — inheritance is not ownership
and home is not just a place but a feeling denied to her.

Dela Cruz uses a static camera, reinforcing the sense of
entrapment and impossibility of escape. The observational style
blurs the line between fiction and documentary, making the
characters feel achingly real, and capturing the weight of a
lifetime spent in dependence: on others, on luck, on history.
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Shot in striking black and white, with deep contrasts that evoke
both memory and isolation, the film moves with a measured,
almost ritualistic rhythm. It lingers in moments of stillness, inviting
us to observe rather than intrude. Shadows stretch across empty
hallways, echoing the characters' internal voids, while slivers of
light cut through darkness like unspoken words.

The soundscape plays a crucial role — nature hums in the
background, dogs bark, birds chirp, but human voices remain
restrained, as if words are incapable of bridging the chasm
between them. The score, brewing just beyond the frame,
adds to the film's oppressive atmosphere.

While the film excels in visual storytelling, it occasionally falls into
the trap of over-explaining what the images have already
conveyed, with lines sometimes feeling redundant when
juxtaposed with the stark imagery that so effortlessly
communicates the protagonists’ struggle. Conversely, the film is
at its most evocative when it is silence carrying the deepest
weight of an unspoken tragedy.

Where The Night Stands Still is a quiet storm, a deeply felt
exploration of migration's emotional toll. It is a film about absence
— of home, of belonging, of closure — and how, even in
ownership, some people remain forever displaced.

MASSIMO IANNETTI

+ posts

Massimo lannetti is a film programmer and writer based in London.
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18 February 2025 The Hollywood Reporter Italy
Mentioned in article
Berlin 75, presented Come la notte, by the Italian-
Filipino director Liryc Deal Cruz, in the
Perspectives section

Berlin 75, presented Come la notte, by the Italian-
Filipino director Lirye Deal Cruz, in the Perspe

'y, in Rome, of two sisters and a brother, heirs of a rich lady, who find themselves in a spiral of silent
st violence.
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18 February 2025 Universal Cinema
Positive review
Berlinale 2025 | Where the Night Stands Still

[ Fesurea | Festvots | i | revews

Berlinale 2025 | Where the Night Stands
Still

&) oy ita Habibi e

In the ethereal dark, Where the Night Stands Still emerges as a captivating cinematic
experience crafted by the visionary Liryc Dela Cruz. This debut feature delves into the
profound depths of human emotions and the intricacies of our deeply held beliefs. While
the film nestles in its monochrome context, the characters embark on a contemplative
journey, delving into the intricacies of their deepest thoughts and desires. Dela Cruz
navigates the tangled web of human relationships, unveiling the raw and vulnerable nature
of sibling bonds reunited after a long separation. With a contemplative gaze on the human
journey, Where the Night Stands Still invites us to ponder how echoes of past experiences

reverberate through our future decisions.

Ate opens the film with her prayer while kneeling in front of the window "In the name of
the father, of the son, of the holy spirit, Amen!” In the sombre aftermath of her demise, his
thoughts and prayers drift towards Madame Patrizia, who in her final act bestowed her
home upon Ate, the loyal maid whose faithful service spanned more than three decades,
only to be untimely taken by the grip of Covid-19. Through these words, we come to
understand that an unyielding force resides within Ate, akin to the night that eternally

eludes the embrace of dawn'’s first light.
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Ate is waiting to welcome her sister and brother, Rosa and Kuya. These Filipino siblings
have finally reunited after a long separation. Though they are miles away from their
ancestral home, it feels as if that distant place in the Philippines continues to dwell within
them, carrying its pain, even with Ate, who now inhabits this grand house, Their long-
awaited reunion awakens old memories and unvoiced grievances. The distance that has
developed between them becomes increasingly apparent, uncovering the subtle yet deep
scars of absence, longing, and broken connections. Ate's brother tries to convince her to
sell the house and start a new life different from what has been experienced so far, but Ate
is living as Madam Patrizia's servant even after her death. Such an ironic analogy is
perceivable between the film’s name and Ate's mindset. It seems the night of destiny never
draws back on behalf of the light.

The depth of agony weighed heavily in K s words as he spoke of their homeland. "In the
Philippines and here in Italy, we are slaves!” His voice cracked with emotion, the pain of
their separation and the struggles they faced etched into every syllable. Despite the
physical distance that separated them, the bonds of their shared heritage and the
memeories of their homeland bound them together in a web of sorrow and longing. But Ate
is nothing but a piece of holy verse that never changes, and for someone like her brother

suffering from the hardships of life, believing and longing for it is a lunatic job.

Dela Cruz is an artist and filmmaker hailing from the Southern Philippines and Rome, Italy.
In 2023, his exhibition “IL Mio Filipino: For Those Who Care to See” in Rome centred on his
extensive research into themes of "exhaustion, slavery, care, hospitality, and the colonial
history of the Philippines.” Tess Magallanes, Jenny Llanto Caringal, and Benjamin Vasquez
Barcellano Jr. are the protagonists of Where the Night Stands Still. Pelircula, Ozono, and 1l
Mio Filipino Collective were the producers, with Reckless Natarajan Pictures serving as co-
producer. Alpha Violet is responsible for international distribution.

The cinematography in Where the Night Stands Still is masterfully rendered in
meonochrome, heightening the film’s emotional resonance and contemplative narrative.
Nestled within the sprawling villa inherited by Ate, the black-and-white palette vividly
captures the interplay of light and shadow, refiecting the intricate dynamics of the siblings’
relationships. As three Filipino siblings—all domestic workers in Italy—reunite after years
apart, the absence of colour evokes a poignant sense of nostalgia and longing,

underscoring the weight of their intertwined past.

The environment is stripped of vibrant hues, reducing it to its essence and focusing the

audience’s gaze solely on the siblings’ expressions and exchanges. Moments where light

spills through the window onto their faces, capturing Rosa and Ate talking in the kitchen as
they reminisce about their childhood, or slumbering in the darkened rooms, are beautifully
illustrated in these black-and-white frames. Their interactions may carry a certain
monotony in some scenes, yet the cinematography enriches these guiet moments,
transforming them into poignant reflections of their shared journey and emotional
landscapes.

, the debut feature film of Liryc Dela Cruz, has its world
premiere in the s New Perspectives section, a competition program for
first fiction features.
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19 February 2025 Cinephilia (GR)
Mixed review
Like the night
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16 February 2025 Film Fest Report
Interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
Berlinale 2025: Where the Night Stands Still |
Interview with Liryc Dela Cruz

oo 520 ] e
Berlinale 2025: Where the Night
Stands Still | Interview with Liryc
Dela Cruz

Finding roots and family in a distant community: we
interviewed director Liryc Dela Cruz at the 75th
Berlinale.

Lirye
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21 February 2025 Tagesspiegel (DE) (print and online)
Article on the film
New Young_Talent Competition at the Berlinale:

This was the first issue of “Perspectives”

New Young Talent Competition at the Berlinale
This was the first issue of “Perspectives”

Disturbed in Calcutta, crazy in Vienna, in love in Taipei. The
“Perspectives” show how young filmmakers view the world.

A good idea doesn't get any worse just because

someone else had it before. It speaks to the TAGESSPIEGEL

BEZIRKE

Tricia Tuttle that her first innovation is a sectio

young filmmakers.
TAGESSPIECE

— Berlinale All articles about the film festival

This already existed from 2002 to 2023 with the “
Perspektive Deutsches Kino ” founded by Dieter
Kosslick and Alfred Holighaus. A section popular
with the audience that served as a showease and
springboard for young national filmmakers, but most
recently under Carlo Chatrian has become smaller
every year.
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Another outlier like “He Man”, a unique work, is “BLKNWS: Terms &
Conditions” from the USA. In his virtuoso art film, the video artist
Kahlil Joseph unfolds a stream of images from archive material and
staged scenes as a collective flow of memories of black people.

amed and mostly filmed from a distance. The drama of three Filipino domestic

y
in Italy in “Come la notte".

This and the two black-and-white films “Minden Rendben”, a guilt
drama from Hungary, and “Come la notte” from Italy about Filipino
domestic workers, would then outline the stylistic range of the

section.

The majority of debutants are within the conventional framework in
terms of narrative style and choice of subject matter. The times are
perhaps too serious for excessive playfulness and unbridled
willingness to experiment. Or financing is too difficult. There are no
clear swings in quality, either up or down.
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8 i_ Berlinale tagesspiegel.de

Von Gunda Bartels

Was bitte ist

rom Normalitat?

Verriickt in Wien, verliebt in Taipeh, verloren in der Lausitz:
des neuen Debiit-Wettbewerbs , Perspectiv

Gezelgt wurden 14
Flime aus 19 L.
dern. Det Preis
(50.000 Eura) wird
von der Geseslischaft
zur Wahmehmung
won Film- und Fern-
sehrechien| GWFF)
Bestiftet.
Die Jury: die Fllmema-
herin Maryam Joo-
beur, die Schau-
aplelerin Afssa Maiga
uand die Froduzentin
Maria Zamora.
Ausgereichnet wurde
wThe Devil Smokes
(and Saves the Burnt
Matches in the Same
Box)* von Ernesto
Martinez Bucls,
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23 February 2025 High on Films
Positive review
Where The Night Stands Still (Come la notte,
2025) ‘Berlinale’ Movie Review: A Spare Reflection

on Displaced Belonging

Where The Night Stands Still (Come la notte,
2025) ‘Berlinale’ Movie Review: A Spare
Reflection on Displaced Belonging

Mawrch 2. 2025 3 Debanjon Dhar

Liryc Dela Cruz's Where The Night Stands Still (Come la notte. 2025) opens with an
extended shot of @ woman rigorously cleaning a house. It's a canny choice, reinforcing
the settled image of the protagonist, Lila (Tess Magallanes) in the role of a house-help
Her situation has dramatically changed, however, when we enter the film. The Filipino
immigrant has inherited the vast house of her Italian boss, Patricia. So. she's come into
unexpected wealth and uber comfortable lifestyle. Everything is transferred to Lila
But has Lila learned to fully lean into it. embrace it as her own that she can view

legally hers alone?

Sadness, a lack of possession drapes itself around the lives of immigrants. The plot
shifts into motion when Lila's siblings, Manny (Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano Jr) and

Rosa (Jenny Llanto Caringal), drop by and visit her. There's a decay that immigrants

try to stave off. Is this the illusion of a better life? What is it if not a temporary fig leaf

of just a dream? Does assimilation come about with harmony and balance and not
violent erosion? How does one move on and reconstruct their identity in a land away
from their roots? The film stares into the chasm created by the trajectory. What are

the losses that accrue in the process, the shape of stubborn hope?

The film threads together conversatfions borne of despair, regrets, and disillusion
Siblings reassuringly ask her if she's doing well. How is she managing all by herself at
the vast estate? Isn't it terribly unsafe, and isolating? She must be pining for the
comfort and warmth of her family and loved ones back in the Philippines. There's so
much she could have if she stayed back or moved in
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Being abroad, removed from any familiar face, she has to reckon with the solitary
pangs of displacement. We are also taken through glimpses of a rocky past. the life
with her family left behind in the Philippines. She had a tough upbringing and fled
to carve out a life on her own terms. As the three siblings lounge in the garden.
resentments and tiffs seem to break out, long repressed. A conversation is broached

There's so much that has to be confronted in all its ugliness and woeful reality

A still from "Where The Night Stands Still" (Come la notte, 2

ip with her late employer. Could it
per, far more intima beyond the stated dynamic?
to not quite being at hom
lom and pe
claim it
r adv
e between them. S

vhat of su

framing. pulling us into the fold of his narrative with quiet confidence

Though the film skirts a dense emotional inferiority, it traces the dynami

precision. A swirl of memories underpins the drama, that lurches to a shocker of a
twist, insinuations of which are subtly laid out earlier. The film breat oftly through
its buildup, resulting in a climax ringing with a sharp sense of inevitability. With a

ral presence, the past ho irrevocably shaping what's to come as the

narrative unfurls

Where The Night Stands (Come la notte) Still premiered at the Berlin Film Festival
2025.
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24 February 2025 Fred
Interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
Liryc Dela Cruz, director of When the night

stands still on belonging_both to Italy and The

Philippines
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Liryc Dela Cruz, director of When the night stands still on m
belonging both to Italy and The Philippines

b “When the night stands still”, interview with director Liryc Dela Cruz
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Liryc Dela Cruz is at the 75 rectorial debut feature “When the night stands still -

Come la notte”

The film, set in Italy is a co-production betwee aly d the Philippines and it follows three Filipino

iblings, all
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24 February 2025 Film Rezensionen (DE)
Positive review
Where the Night Stands Still

Where the Night Stands Still

THE PHILIPPINE EXPERIENCE
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MEMORIES OF THE LAND THAT DOES NOT BELONG
T0 US

WHERE THE NIGHT STANDS STILL

CONCLUSION

spent living far away from one's true home.

Reader Rating
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24 February 2025 ODG Magazine
Positive review
Una Prospetiva Sul Futuro

UNA PROSPETTIVA
SUL FUTURO

di Omar Franini, Antonio Orrico, Cecilia Parini, Arturo Garavaglia e Lor
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Come la notte, di Liryc Dela Cruz

Liryc Dela Cruz & un regista filippino che negli ultimi anni ha conquistato la scena
mondiale, affermandosi come una nuova voce del cinema in grado di raccogliere
I'eredita di grandi autori come Lav Diaz. Proprio con Diaz, Dela Cruz muove i suoi pri-
mi passi nella Settima Arte, iniziando la sua carriera come aiuto regista in due film del-
I'autore, Prologo Sa Ang Dakilang Desaparecido (2013) e soprattutto Norte, Hang-
ganan ng Kasaysayan (2013), quest'ultimo presentato al Festival di Cannes dello stes-
so anno. La sua collaborazione con Diaz prosegue anche con un cameo in Mula Sa
Kung Ano Ang Noon (2014), consolidando la sua presenza nel panorama del grande
cinema filippino contemporaneo. || debutto ufficiale alla regia arriva nel 2015 con il
cortometraggio The Ebb of Forgetting, una riflessione onirica e sognante sulla memo-
ria, dove due sorelle si confrontano sui grandi dilemmi della vita, come il legame tra
esistenza e morte, e il rapporto con i propri cari. Successivamente, Dela Cruz realizza
il suo primo lungometraggio, Notes From Unknown Maladies (2018), in cui torna nella
sua citta natale per raccontare, attraverso uno stile documentaristico, la malattia della
nonna, Concepcion, una donna di 94 anni tormentata dai ricordi del passato e dai
traumi legati alle guerre interne filippine, oltre che dalla perdita della memoria. Anche
On Endings (2020), in cui Dela Cruz racconta in prima persona il distacco forzato dalla
madre a causa del COVID, e Santelmo (2021), un mediometraggic ispirato al fenome-
no atmosferico che si crea nei campi elettrici dei temporali, sono opere degne di nota.
Tuttavia, & proprio in questo 2025 che il regista filippino ha compiuto il suo esordio uf-
ficiale nel circuito dei Festival presentando alla Berlinale Come la notte. |l film segue
un percorso simile a quello delle opere precedenti, raccontando una riunione tra tre
fratelli, lavoratori domestici stabiliti in Italia, in una villa ereditata da una delle sorelle.
Rispetto ai lavori precedenti, perd, guesto lungometraggio & caratterizzato da un
maggior senso di alienazione, espressione perfetta del sentimento legato all'immigra-
zione e all'immaginario coloniale che avvolge il popolo filippino. Con immagini filmate
con camera fissa e un bianco e nero che richiama lo stile di Diaz, il film racconta un
"colonialismo 2.0", soprattutto attraverso i silenzi e i non detti dei protagonisti. Questi
ultimi mantengono una crescente tensione che culmina nel finale, dove il lavoro sul
suono e sulla diegesi acquisisce un’'importanza ancora maggiore.
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25 February 2025 The Upcoming
Interview with Liryc Dela Cruz, Magallanes,
Caringal & Barcellano
Liryc Dela Cruz, Magallanes, Caringal &
Barcellano on Where the Night Stands Still at
Berlin 2025

o) 0:00/21:09

Liryc Dela Cruz, Magallanes, Caringal & Barcellano on Where the Night Stands Still at Berlin 2025

46 views 25 Feb 2025
Lirye Dela Cruz, Magallanes, Caringal & Barcellano on Where the Night Stands Still at Berlin 2025: Sibling reunion, no script & cinema's power

Dela Cruz and the team faced numerous challenges during production, including financial constraints and the task of eliciting authentic performanc
from a t that included both seasoned and novice actors. Despite these hurdles, the film su fully captures the raw, genuine interactions that give
it its emotional depth.

Reflecting on the film's impact, Dela Cruz hopes it will inspire viewers to appreciate the tran mative power of cinema. By intimately portraying a
family’s journey through their differences and shared hi «ploring broader themes of identity, migration, and the human
condition. T } on around the film highlights its Ltot ytelling and the enduring ability of

i ark meaningful dialogue and understanding. Where the Night Stan just a film; celebration of the art of filmmaking and its
potential to illuminate the complexities of human life,

Interviewer: Sarah Bradbury
Editing: Olivia Barker
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1March 2025  Sentieri Selvaggi (IT)
Positive review
Like the Night, by Liryc Dela Cruz

Like the Night, by Liryc Dela Cruz

Powerful debut from the Rome-based Filipino filmmaker, a family story that becomes a snapshot of the Filipino diaspora, in
a space-time that seems immutable. BERLINALE 75 - Perspectives
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Liryc Dela Cruz's feature debut continues the ten-year work of the filmmaker from Mindanao who moved to Rome, and who has over
time focused on the story of the so-called Filipino diaspora in Italy and in the capital: from this point of view, Come la notte takes up
the black and white of the shots taken by Dela Cruz on the occasion of his beautiful photography exhibition at the Mattatoio, If Mio
Filippino; For Thase Who Care To See , which later inspired the collet of the same name, which we find in the opening credits of
the film.

The fixed wide shots and the absence of close-ups - with the exception of the extraordinary opening shot with the face of the female
protagonist immersed in darkness, but crossed by restless metaphysical reflections of light = could recall the tradition of Filipino
slow cinema , but on closer inspection the style of Dela CGruz, who directs, writes (together with the film's actors), edits and takes
care of the photography of the work, seems equally crossed by the structures of Italian cinema, in full agreement with the snapshot
of a stateless people , who find themselves having to live inside an image that sees them as a perpetual guest.

It is difficult not to go back to the ritual awakening of the maid Maria in Umberfo D by Vittorio De Sica, witnessing this morning of
solitary “housework” of the woman that Come fa notte follows from the beginning, in this gigantic country villa where, we will soon
understand, she lives alone after the death of the owner who kept her in service for over thirty years, that "Mrs. Patrizia® who then left
her the sole heir of her home in the countryside. The protagonist awaits the visit of her two younger brothers, a man and a woman,
but the reunion will bring with it its inevitable dose of friction from the past, ready to surface in an unreconciled manner, once again
as if we were in an all-ltalian family drama — or in a Lino Brocka?

Liryc Dela Cruz literally plays with the shadows, with the dark corners of a story that apparently seems “virtuous”, almost Pasolinian
if we want to stay as they say in the Italian galaxy (the maid in Teorema ?): the Filipino maid who is left as an inheritance by the rich
landowners the house to which she has dedicated her entire life, a final act of "merciful” colonialism that has the result of further
imprisoning the woman's life in those dusty walls — her younger sister and brother immediately notice this, both with jobs and
families in Rome, in the city, who swoop in to make sure of the real situation of their firstborn.

Above all, the man carries a burden of anxiety and resentment, he who has never really aligned himself with his parents’ choice to
maove to Italy: through the memories, stories and bickering of the three, the film retraces decades of stories common to many Filipino
families, life in the fields as 1ol rs, then migration, the tired daily life in italy - but it is on the unreconciled male character that
Dela Cruz builds the true tr y "across” this immutable scaffolding, the man wanders around the estate without peace,
constantly “breaks” the placid drowsiness of this nature, designs with his "unpacified” movements the opposition to a resigna
whose roots seem to have been lost in a vague and immeasurable time, like a strangled prayer, now unbearable.

The Searchers Movie Rating

3.6 -

Readers' vote 0 (ov
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3 March 2025 C7nema (PT)
Positive review
Come la notte: the unshakable weight of the past

Come la notte: the unshakable weight of the
past

Put Jargs Pereirs Raxa - March %, 2025

OTHER REVIEWS

A Rome-based artist and filmmaker originally from Mindanao in the Philippines, Liryc Dela Cruz has
devoted time and attention to researching his origins, analyzing the social psychology of the Filipino
people marked by colonization and forced migration in search of survival. This artistic investigation
first manifested itself in the form of a feature film, * Come ls natte " (Where the Night Stands

Still), presented in the Perspectives section of the T5th Berlinale, but his focus began much earlier,

with the art installation that mixed video and performance * N Mie Filippine: For These Whe Care
To See".

Constructed from a hypnotic black and white, with an economy of three dozen static shots where the
depth of field, shadows and light not only exemplify how aesthetics are narrative, but also create a
feeling of discomfort and nervous mystery in the face of the apparent luxury of the location, * Come
2 notte "is a chase after the ghosts of the past based on the reunion between three siblings, all
exiled in Italy, when one of the characters, Lila (Tess Magallanes), to her great surprise, inherits a

huge mansion from her deceased boss, with whom she worked for more than 35 years,

In the first images we have access to, Dela Cruz shows the old woman deep cleaning a space that
imposes its grandeur and comfort, then stopping the task when the two siblings, Rosa (Jenny Llanto
Caringal) and Manny (Benjamin Vasquez Barcellano Jr), arrive at the place, coming from Rome, to visit
her for the first time in years.
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PATCHES
L8 & 4

DEAR BEAUTIFUL BELOVED: THE
HARSHNESS OF WAR AGAINST THE
MOST FRAGILE

* kT

PERSONALE: LIGHT 1N THE SHADOWS
IOF THOSE WHO WORK
ok oy

“TARIKA™: MILKD LAZARDY RETURNS
WITH A TIMELESS TALE
* % &

JAM: THE OWERFLOW OF

SPECIAL OPERATION: DEFERRED
CRIMES
o dr

UNDER THE FLAGS, THE SUN: JUANID
PEREIRA BREAKS THE SILENCE
ABOUT_

LA & & B

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)

noisefilmpr.com


https://c7nema.net/critica/item/131430-come-la-notte-o-inabalavel-peso-do-passado.html

Press report Where the Night Stands Still
Berlinale 2025

ARTICLES

What follows are conversations that

reveal the younger siblings'

discomfort with Lila, whe, with the

toxic paternalism that characterized

her in the life decisions she

imposed on the younger ones, will

raise the dust of time and family

resentments. Questioning the true

relationship that Lila had with her former boss, and even cursing her luck in being awarded the
mansion, the pair are divided in their opinions about their corrent situation. Rosa is exasperated by
the reason why Lila does not sell the mansion and return to the Philippines to live with her clan, while
Manny complains about the way of life that his sister imposed on him in the past and that tumed him
into a labor actor always prepared to serve someone, giving clear signs of an economic dependence
that was created in the form of modem slavery. In a non-explicit and indirect way, Lirye Dela Cruz
thus addresses the feeling of displacement characteristic of post-colanial secieties bathed in mass

migrations, revealing internal volds and pains capable of exploding at any moment,

Filmed in a space where grandeur, silence and isolation reflect comfort and perpetuate a calm of
unspoken wonds, * Come fa motte "quickly throws itself into the contrast between the material and

the immaterial, latent in the turbulent series of sensations and thoughts that fill the interior of the

characters, repressed by their stories and past. In this, Defa Cruz not only burdens the mansion itself

with the weight of the past, but transforms it into an essential piece of the existential chessboard of

a family that has long been irremediably fragmented,

Jostgn Pereira
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