
Press report: ‘Roqia’

Press quotes here
Press overview here
Articles here

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com

Venice International Film Festival 2025
Settimana internazionale della Critica (SIC)

Last updated: 22 September 2025



PRESS QUOTES

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com

Press report ‘Roqia’
Venice International Film Festival 2025

‘an effective possession narrative’
- Screen International

‘effectively explores issues of memory, faith and violence, filtering the
enduring horrors of civil war [...] through an enigmatic genre lens’

- Screen International

‘Men are not born with evil, [Yanis] Koussim theorises, but are infected with
it; that’s a resonant, universal message.’

- Screen International

‘a disquieting soundscape amps up the growing sense of unease’
- Screen International

‘[Ali] Namous’ restrained, vulnerable performances’
- Screen International

‘destined for further festival play and could well attract interest from an
arthouse distributor or streamer’

- Screen International

‘creates a dark atmosphere conducive to visual and auditory hallucinations’
- Cineuropa

an atmosphere of mental and physical confusion is recreated with effective
minimalism [...] to lift the veil, little by little, on the true subject of a film that

aims to shed light on the vampires of fundamentalism’
- Cineuropa
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‘Under the guise of a dark genre film about possession and exorcism, Yanis
Koussim distils an allegory about the timeless dangers of fundamentalism.’

- Cineuropa

‘strikingly unsettling’
- BFI

‘one of the most accomplished Arab horrors ever made’
- BFI

‘a nightmarish vision of the lingering fears of the Algerian civil war’
- BFI

‘realised with remarkable panache’
- BFI

‘thematically rich’
- BFI

‘a foreboding treatise on collective trauma, repressed guilt and the lurking
violence of the everyday’

- BFI

‘a haunting tale of memory, horror, and the unhealed trauma of Algeria’s
Black Decade’

- GQ Middle East

‘ transforms the traumas of Algeria’s Black Decade [...] into cinematic dread’
- GQ Middle East

‘[Yanis] Koussim is uncompromising in the message Roqia delivers’
- GQ Middle East
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‘an effective and original horror film’
- A Shot Magazine

‘fits perfectly in a year of allegorically rich and socially aware horror cinema’
- A Shot Magazine

‘a very pleasant surprise’
- A Shot Magazine

‘a work that refuses to look away’
- The New Arab

‘confronts the spectres of Algeria’s Black Decade’
- The New Arab

‘at once intimate and epic’
- The New Arab

‘a cinematic exorcism of Algeria’s haunted past, one whose resonance will
linger long after the credits fade’

- The New Arab

‘[Yanis] Koussim offers both Algerians and global audiences a mirror: to deny
the past is to risk repeating it.’

- The New Arab

‘By daring to merge horror and history, [Yanis] Koussim makes visible what
many would prefer to leave unspoken.’

- The New Arab
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‘[Yanis] Koussim builds a mood of creeping dread not with monsters, but with
silence and the horror of forgetting.’

- Hyphen / Leila Latif

‘a dark parable about what happens when memory - personal, communal,
historical - is lost’

- Hyphen / Leila Latif

‘It’s slow, hypnotic and at times unbearable, precisely because it asks the
question: can you really claim to be the same person if you no longer

remember your own life?’
- Hyphen / Leila Latif

‘a bold act of filmmaking’
- The People’s Movies

‘a rediscovery of the power of script and camera’
- The People’s Movies

‘comes as an argumentative force in international cinema, declaring how
stories and the medium can bind complexities with emotional gravity and

visual assertion’
- The People’s Movies

 ‘throws us into a free fall at the core of the unthinkable brutality unleashed
during Algeria’s dark decade of civil war’

- The People’s Movies

‘a chilling, arresting piece of modern horror’ 
- Loud and Clear
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‘a bleak, arresting piece of supernatural horror that effectively blurs the line
between fact and fiction with dizzying effects’

- Loud and Clear

‘feels like a snapshot of everyday life – until it doesn’t’
- Loud and Clear

‘a very engaging piece of supernatural horror’
- Loud and Clear

‘boasts a tight command of atmosphere and three-dimensional characters
that bring its demons off the screen and into the real world’

- Loud and Clear

‘thoroughly succeeds in building a frightening, unsettling atmosphere that
keeps the audience on the edge of their seats throughout’

- Loud and Clear

‘never fails to capture the audience’s attention’
- Loud and Clear

‘an important story’
- Loud and Clear

‘horror, rooted in realism and memory, is used as a tool to confront that past,
preserve it, and ensure it is never forgotten’

- CloseUp

‘the multi-temporal setting is [...] fascinating and engaging’
- CloseUp
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 ‘brilliantly blends horror and social criticism’
FRED Film Radio

‘stands out for its original dystopian vision and political stakes’
FRED Film Radio

‘is not just a horror film; it is a visual and cultural pamphlet that leaves no one
indifferent’

FRED Film Radio

‘one of the festival’s most moving and political horror films’
- FRED Film Radio

‘The director’s ability to turn the horror genre into a vehicle for political ideas
is a testament to his talent and originality.’

FRED Film Radio

‘The images are both frightening and poetic, with an oppressive atmosphere
that keeps the viewer on the edge of their seats.’

FRED Film Radio

‘stands out as one of the most disturbing and intelligent horror films seen
this entire year’
- Culture 24/7

‘a powerful political feature’
- Culture 24/7

‘truly impressive that this is a debut film
- Culture 24/7
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‘Roqia is, at turns, jarring and heartbreaking.’
- Dread Central

‘forces the audience to be a witness’ 
- Dread Central

‘a hard watch’
- Dread Central

 ‘impactful cinema that rattles the audience’
- Dread Central

‘it reminds us of the power of storytelling’
- Dread Central

‘unsettles, as it educates, while forcing viewers to think and feel’
- Dread Central

‘the filmmaker [...] uses the subgenre to explore the after effects of
seemingly never-ending cycles of violence’

- Dread Central

‘puts pain, fear, and devastation on display and asks why humans refuse to
do better’

- Dread Central

‘This is the exorcism movie we need right now.’
- Dread Central

‘Yanis Koussim creates an eerie, uncomfortable atmosphere within an Algeria
that has seen more than its fair share of horrors’

- DMovies
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‘a grounded, human-driven horror film that houses a few sequences that are
genuinely discomforting and grim’

- DMovies

‘The supernatural elements are placed effectively throughout the movie by
[Yanis] Koussim to convey that the acts that human beings are capable of are

far more horrifying than the otherworldly horrors depicted in many horror
films.’

- DMovies

‘curious and in its own way fascinating’
- Nocturno

‘proves to be a single, scathing corpus horrorificum’
- Nocturno

‘[Yanis Koussim’s] directorial debut delivers a dry, direct, and quite scathing
take on Arabic horror’

- Nocturno

‘skillfully embraces the codes of the horror genre to explore and expose the
intricacies of the dangerous fanaticism’

- Non Solo Cinema

‘Yanis Koussim manages to recreate a dark, claustrophobic, and disturbing
atmosphere.’

- Non Solo Cinema

‘a novel entry in the indefatigable tradition of William Friedkin’s The Exorcist’
- IONCINEMA
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‘[Yanis] Koussim gets kudos for not only eerily staging this familiarity in
cultural specificity, but also treading into Islam, which has not been the

customary religious ideation’
- IONCINEMA

‘Mysteriously staged through an identity crisis scenario, [Yanis] Koussim
keeps the audience guessing with a growing sense of dread as to what’s

happening and why’
- IONCINEMA

 ‘acts as a cinematic exorcism of the Algerian trauma’
- Taxidrivers.it

‘the chosen path of horror becomes the ideal tool to express a collective fear
and the torn memory of Algerian society’

- Taxidrivers.it

‘a powerful narrative’
- Cinephilia

‘a visceral reckoning with Algeria’s Black Decade’
- Whitlock and Pope

‘a possession film that is grounded, visceral, and
furious, a work that insists horror can and must lay bare the wounds

of a nation’
- Whitlock and Pope
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‘lands like a gut punch’
- Whitlock and Pope

‘a film of fractured timelines, haunted voices, and erupting violence, one that
will leave you deeply unsettled long after it ends’

- Whitlock and Pope

‘A rather effective horror film, whose political reading places it at the top of
the basket of Algerian productions.’

- Abus de ciné

‘Yanis Koussim brings a haunting vision to the screen with Roqia’
- Arabian Moda

‘at the crossroads of memory, trauma, and the supernatural’
- Arabian Moda

‘a story that is as much about Algeria’s painful recent history as it is about
the universal struggle against fear and the persistence of evil’

- Arabian Moda

‘uncompromising in its vision’
- Awards Watch

‘a unique blend of body horror and exorcism’
- Awards Watch

‘an urgent reminder that the greatest loss of all is that of our own humanity,
in a world where tolerance and acceptance seem to be fading away’

- Awards Watch
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‘manages to effectively provoke its audiences’
- Awards Watch

‘it is wonderful to witness films like Roqia grace the screen, offering
something that feels fresh’

- Awards Watch

‘a drama about memory loss, healing, and folklore’
- Akoroko
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Cineuropa

Mentioned and listed in line-up

announcement

Seven European Co-Productions Are

Competing in Venice’s International Film

Critics’ Week

22 July 2025

Variety

Mentioned and listed in line-up

announcement

Venice Critics’ Week Unveils Brit-Packed

Lineup, Including Julia Jackman’s 100 Nights

of Hero Starring Emma Corrin, Nicholas

Galitzine and Charli xcx

21 July 2025

Screen International

Listed in line-up announcement

Venice Critics’ Week Line-Up Includes ‘100

Nights Of Hero’ with Emma Corrin, Charli

XCX

21 July 2025

IONCINEMA

Listed in line-up announcement

2025 Venice Critics’ Week: Caroline Deruas

Peano, Julia Jackman & Evi Kalogiropoulou

Among Selections

21 July 2025

Deadline

Listed in line-up announcement

Venice Critics’ Week Line-Up Features Julia

Jackman’s ‘100 Nights Of Hero’ Starring

Charli XCX & Emma Corrin

21 July 2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481401/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481401/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481401/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://www.screendaily.com/news/venice-critics-week-line-up-includes-100-nights-of-hero-with-emma-corrin-charli-xcx/5207157.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/venice-critics-week-line-up-includes-100-nights-of-hero-with-emma-corrin-charli-xcx/5207157.article
https://www.screendaily.com/news/venice-critics-week-line-up-includes-100-nights-of-hero-with-emma-corrin-charli-xcx/5207157.article
https://www.ioncinema.com/news/film-festivals/2025-venice-critics-week-caroline-deruas-peano-julia-jackman-evi-kalogiropoulou
https://www.ioncinema.com/news/film-festivals/2025-venice-critics-week-caroline-deruas-peano-julia-jackman-evi-kalogiropoulou
https://www.ioncinema.com/news/film-festivals/2025-venice-critics-week-caroline-deruas-peano-julia-jackman-evi-kalogiropoulou
https://deadline.com/2025/07/venice-critics-week-100-nights-of-hero-charli-xcx-1236463304/
https://deadline.com/2025/07/venice-critics-week-100-nights-of-hero-charli-xcx-1236463304/
https://deadline.com/2025/07/venice-critics-week-100-nights-of-hero-charli-xcx-1236463304/
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Screen International

Featured in preview 

Venice 2025 Preview: Screen’s Guide to the

Critics’ Week Titles

22 August 2025

Cineuropa

Feature preview

Yanis Koussim’s ‘Roqia’ Heads to Venice

25 July 2025

IMDb

Republish of Variety story

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (Exclusive)

23 July 2025

Variety

Sales EXCLUSIVE featured in newsletter,

international breaking news

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (EXCLUSIVE)

23 July 2025

Screen Anarchy

Sales news

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Acquired by Alpha

Violet Ahead of World Premiere at Venice

23 July 2025

Variety

Sales EXCLUSIVE

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (EXCLUSIVE)

23 July 2025

https://www.screendaily.com/features/venice-2025-preview-screens-guide-to-the-critics-week-titles/5208145.article
https://www.screendaily.com/features/venice-2025-preview-screens-guide-to-the-critics-week-titles/5208145.article
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481483/
https://www.imdb.com/news/ni65392761/?ref_=nwc_art_perm
https://www.imdb.com/news/ni65392761/?ref_=nwc_art_perm
https://view.email.variety.com/?qs=d08f0ccc418d6e94ca4f1d38edaebb70de5a5812c6a3b7a8ae08a37f28f226a618f7492858fae9caf39d7a26181940c0cfe7b4ec721f487570f8b8dfcec34c1d967202ec5c5074a5
https://view.email.variety.com/?qs=d08f0ccc418d6e94ca4f1d38edaebb70de5a5812c6a3b7a8ae08a37f28f226a618f7492858fae9caf39d7a26181940c0cfe7b4ec721f487570f8b8dfcec34c1d967202ec5c5074a5
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
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Yahoo Canada 

Republish of Deadline story

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Flick From Yanis

Koussim Debuts This Week In Venice - Teaser

28 August 2025

CurioAtlas

Republish of Deadline story

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Flick From Yanis

Koussim Debuts This Week In Venice - Teaser 

28 August 2025

Akoroko 

Mentioned as part of African line-up at

Venice 

Africa’s Record Year at Venice: What I’m

Watching 

29 August 2025

Deadline

Teaser EXCLUSIVE

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Flick From Yanis

Koussim Debuts This Week In Venice - Teaser

28 August 2025

GQ Middle East

Feature

In ‘Roqia’, Yanis Koussim Confronts Algeria’s

Haunted Past

25 August 2025

Variety

Mentioned among Arab features at Venice

Female Filmmakers Lead Large Contingent of

Arab Features Unspooling at the Venice

Festival

30 August 2025

https://ca.news.yahoo.com/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-yanis-110000088.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-yanis-110000088.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-yanis-110000088.html
https://curioatlas.com/discover/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-from-yanis-koussim-debuts-this-week-in-venice-teaser/
https://curioatlas.com/discover/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-from-yanis-koussim-debuts-this-week-in-venice-teaser/
https://curioatlas.com/discover/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-from-yanis-koussim-debuts-this-week-in-venice-teaser/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://deadline.com/2025/08/roqia-algeria-yanis-koussim-venice-teaser-1236499651/
https://deadline.com/2025/08/roqia-algeria-yanis-koussim-venice-teaser-1236499651/
https://deadline.com/2025/08/roqia-algeria-yanis-koussim-venice-teaser-1236499651/
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
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IONCINEMA

Mixed review (3/5)

‘Roqia’ | 2025 Venice Film Festival Review

1 September
2025

TaxiDrivers.it

Feature

‘Roqia’: trauma e spiritualità

‘Roqia’: Trauma and Spirituality

1 September
2025

Cineuropa

Positive review

Review: ‘Roqia’

1 September
2025

Ciak Magazine

Mentioned

Memoria (e sezioni) di Venezia 82

Memories (and sections) of Venice 82

1 September
2025

Ciak Magazine

Short feature preview

‘Roqia’, l’esorcismo algerino di Yanis Koussim

‘Roqia’, the Algerian Exorcism of Yanis

Koussim

31 August 2025

Arab News

Mentioned in film roundup for Venice

Film AlUla Hosts Reception for Hijra Cast at

Venice Film Festival

31 August 2025

Non Solo Cinema

Positive review (3.5/5)

‘Roqia’ di Yanis Koussim

‘Roqia’ by Yanis Koussim

1 September
2025

https://www.ioncinema.com/reviews/yanis-koussim-roqia-movie-review
https://www.ioncinema.com/reviews/yanis-koussim-roqia-movie-review
https://www.taxidrivers.it/466971/festival-di-cinema/settimana-della-critica/roqia-settimana-della-critica.html
https://www.taxidrivers.it/466971/festival-di-cinema/settimana-della-critica/roqia-settimana-della-critica.html
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/482632
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/482632
https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/memoria-e-sezioni-di-venezia-82/
https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2613632/lifestyle
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2613632/lifestyle
https://www.nonsolocinema.com/roqia-di-yanis-koussim.html
https://www.nonsolocinema.com/roqia-di-yanis-koussim.html
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A Shot Magazine

Positive review

‘Roqia’: Allegorical Horror With Purely Middle

Eastern Lore And Themes

2 September
2025

Sentieri Selvaggi

Positive review

‘Roqia’, di Yanis Koussim

‘Roqia’, by Yanis Koussim

1 September
2025

Loud and Clear

Mixed review (3.5/5)

‘Roqia’ Film Review: The Curse Of History

1 September
2025

Nocturno

Mixed review (3/5)

‘Roqia’

1 September
2025

Whitlock And Pope

Positive review (4/5)

‘Roqia’ - Venice Review

1 September
2025

Cinephilia

Positive review 

‘Roqia’

1 September
2025

A Shot Magazine

Instagram post

‘Roqia’: Allegorical Horror With Purely Middle

Eastern Lore And Themes

2 September
2025

https://ashotmagazine.com/roqia-allegorical-horror-with-purely-middle-eastern-lore-and-themes
https://ashotmagazine.com/roqia-allegorical-horror-with-purely-middle-eastern-lore-and-themes
https://ashotmagazine.com/roqia-allegorical-horror-with-purely-middle-eastern-lore-and-themes
https://www.sentieriselvaggi.it/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
https://www.sentieriselvaggi.it/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
https://loudandclearreviews.com/roqia-film-review/
https://loudandclearreviews.com/roqia-film-review/
https://nocturno.it/movie/roqia/
https://nocturno.it/movie/roqia/
https://nocturno.it/movie/roqia/
https://whitlockandpope.com/2025/09/01/roqia-venice-review/
https://whitlockandpope.com/2025/09/01/roqia-venice-review/
http://www.cinephilia.gr/index.php/tainies/kosmos/8226-roqia-tou-yanis-koussim-kritiki-dimitris-bampas
http://www.cinephilia.gr/index.php/tainies/kosmos/8226-roqia-tou-yanis-koussim-kritiki-dimitris-bampas
http://www.cinephilia.gr/index.php/tainies/kosmos/8226-roqia-tou-yanis-koussim-kritiki-dimitris-bampas
https://www.instagram.com/ashotmagazine/
https://www.instagram.com/ashotmagazine/
https://www.instagram.com/ashotmagazine/
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Awards Watch

Mixed review (grade B)

Roqia Review: [B] Venice

3 September
2025

Cineuropa

Interview with director Yanis Koussim

Yanis Koussim • Director of ‘Roqia’

2 September
2025

CloseUp (Storie della Visione)

Positive review (4/5)

Festival di Venezia ( 27 agosto-6 settembre

2025): ‘Roqia’ di Yanis Koussim (Settimana

della critica – Concorso)

Venice Film Festival (August 27-September 6,

2025): ‘Roqia’ by Yanis Koussim (Critics' Week

– Competition)

2 September
2025

Screen International / Nikki Baughan 

Positive review

‘Roqia’ Review: Atmospheric Algerian Debut

Filters Civil War Through a Genre Lens

2 September
2025

The National

Interview with director Yanis Koussim 

Horror Film ‘Roqia’ About Exorcist With

Alzheimer's, Blends Age-Old Tradition With

Algeria's 1990s Turmoil

2 September
2025

The People’s Movies

Positive review 

Roqia Review (Venice Film Festival 2025)

4 September
2025

https://awardswatch.com/roqia-review-b-venice/
https://cineuropa.org/en/interview/482889
https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/roqia-review-atmospheric-algerian-debut-filters-civil-war-through-a-genre-lens/5208417.article
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/roqia-review-atmospheric-algerian-debut-filters-civil-war-through-a-genre-lens/5208417.article
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/roqia-review-atmospheric-algerian-debut-filters-civil-war-through-a-genre-lens/5208417.article
https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/film-tv/2025/09/02/horror-film-roqia-about-exorcist-with-alzheimers-blends-age-old-tradition-with-algerias-1990s-turmoil/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/film-tv/2025/09/02/horror-film-roqia-about-exorcist-with-alzheimers-blends-age-old-tradition-with-algerias-1990s-turmoil/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/film-tv/2025/09/02/horror-film-roqia-about-exorcist-with-alzheimers-blends-age-old-tradition-with-algerias-1990s-turmoil/
https://thepeoplesmovies.com/roqia-review-venice-film-festival-2025/
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Hyphen

Roundup of Muslim directors in Venice by

Leila Latif

Venice Film Festival: the Movies That Matter

Are Those That Refuse to Look Away

4 September
2025

Abus de ciné

Mixed review (3/5)

‘Roqia’

‘Roqia’

4 September
2025

FRED Film Radio

Radio piece with director Yanis Koussim and

actors Ali Namous and Akram Djeghim

‘Roqia’, interview avec le réalisateur Yanis

Koussim et les acteurs Ali Namous et Akram

Djeghim

‘Roqia’, Interview with Director Yanis Koussim

and Actors Ali Namous and Akram Djeghim

4 September
2025

Culture 24

Positive short review 

Duse, Valeria Bruni Tedeschi splende nei

panni della Divina

Duse, Valeria Bruni Tedeschi shines as the

Divina

4 September
2025

Dread Central

Positive review

‘Roqia’ Review: A Crucial Exorcism Movie

[Venice Film Festival 2025]

8 September
2025

https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://www.abusdecine.com/critique/roqia/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/duse-valeria-bruni-tedeschi-splende-panni-divina-AHk9HySC
https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/duse-valeria-bruni-tedeschi-splende-panni-divina-AHk9HySC
https://www.dreadcentral.com/reviews/541826/roqia-review-a-crucial-exorcism-movie-venice-film-festival-2025/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/reviews/541826/roqia-review-a-crucial-exorcism-movie-venice-film-festival-2025/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/reviews/541826/roqia-review-a-crucial-exorcism-movie-venice-film-festival-2025/
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BFI

Featured among discoveries at Venice 

6 Discoveries from Venice Film Festival 2025

12 September
2025

The New Arab 

Feature

Algeria’s Black Decade Reimagined as Horror in

Yanis Koussim's ‘Roqia’

10 September
2025

DMovies

Positive review

‘Roqia’

10 September
2025

Arabian Moda

Interview with director Yanis Koussim

Venice Film Festival: Algeria’s Past and

Present on Screen in ‘Roqia’

10 September
2025

https://www.bfi.org.uk/lists/6-discoveries-venice-film-festival-2025
https://www.newarab.com/features/roqia-algerian-horror-film-exorcises-wounds-war
https://www.newarab.com/features/roqia-algerian-horror-film-exorcises-wounds-war
https://www.newarab.com/features/roqia-algerian-horror-film-exorcises-wounds-war
https://dmovies.org/2025/09/11/roqia/
https://dmovies.org/2025/09/11/roqia/
https://dmovies.org/2025/09/11/roqia/
https://www.arabianmoda.com/2025/09/venice-film-festival-roqia.html
https://www.arabianmoda.com/2025/09/venice-film-festival-roqia.html
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Variety

Mentioned in line-up announcement

Venice Critics’ Week Unveils Brit-Packed

Lineup, Including Julia Jackman’s ‘100 Nights

of Hero’ Starring Emma Corrin, Nicholas

Galitzine and Charli xcx

21 July 2025

https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
https://variety.com/2025/film/festivals/venice-critics-week-lineup-100-nights-of-hero-emma-corrin-1236465412/
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Cineuropa

Mentioned in line-up announcement

Seven European Co-Productions Are

Competing in Venice’s International Film

Critics’ Week

22 July 2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481401/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481401/
https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481401/
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Variety

Sales EXCLUSIVE

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (EXCLUSIVE)

23 July 2025

https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
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Variety (continued)

Sales EXCLUSIVE

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (EXCLUSIVE)

23 July 2025

https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
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Variety (continued)

Sales EXCLUSIVE

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (EXCLUSIVE)

23 July 2025

https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/venice-roqia-alpha-violet-1236467632/
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Variety

Sales EXCLUSIVE featured in newsletter,

international breaking news

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film 'Roqia'

Acquired by Alpha Violet (EXCLUSIVE)

23 July 2025

https://view.email.variety.com/?qs=d08f0ccc418d6e94ca4f1d38edaebb70de5a5812c6a3b7a8ae08a37f28f226a618f7492858fae9caf39d7a26181940c0cfe7b4ec721f487570f8b8dfcec34c1d967202ec5c5074a5
https://view.email.variety.com/?qs=d08f0ccc418d6e94ca4f1d38edaebb70de5a5812c6a3b7a8ae08a37f28f226a618f7492858fae9caf39d7a26181940c0cfe7b4ec721f487570f8b8dfcec34c1d967202ec5c5074a5
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IMDb

Republish of Variety story

Venice-Bound Algerian Horror Film ‘Roqia’

Acquired by Alpha Violet (Exclusive)

23 July 2025

https://www.imdb.com/news/ni65392761/?ref_=nwc_art_perm
https://www.imdb.com/news/ni65392761/?ref_=nwc_art_perm
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Screen Anarchy

Sales news

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Acquired by Alpha

Violet Ahead of World Premiere at Venice

23 July 2025

https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
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Screen Anarchy (continued)

Sales news

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Acquired by Alpha

Violet Ahead of World Premiere at Venice

23 July 2025

https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
https://screenanarchy.com/2025/07/roqia-algerian-horror-acquired-by-alpha-violet-ahead-of-world-premiere-at-venice.html
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Cineuropa

Feature preview

Yanis Koussim's ‘Roqia’ Heads to Venice

25 July 2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481483/
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Cineuropa (continued)

Feature preview

Yanis Koussim's ‘Roqia’ Heads to Venice

25 July 2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/481483/
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Screen International

Featured in preview 

Venice 2025 Preview: Screen’s Guide to the

Critics’ Week Titles

22 August 2025

https://www.screendaily.com/features/venice-2025-preview-screens-guide-to-the-critics-week-titles/5208145.article
https://www.screendaily.com/features/venice-2025-preview-screens-guide-to-the-critics-week-titles/5208145.article
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GQ Middle East

Feature

In ‘Roqia’, Yanis Koussim Confronts Algeria’s

Haunted Past

25 August 2025

https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
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GQ Middle East (continued)

Feature

In ‘Roqia’, Yanis Koussim Confronts Algeria’s

Haunted Past

25 August 2025

https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
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GQ Middle East (continued)

Feature

In ‘Roqia’, Yanis Koussim Confronts Algeria’s

Haunted Past

25 August 2025

https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
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GQ Middle East (continued)

Feature

In ‘Roqia’, Yanis Koussim Confronts Algeria’s

Haunted Past

25 August 2025

https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
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GQ Middle East (continued)

Feature

In ‘Roqia’, Yanis Koussim Confronts Algeria’s

Haunted Past

25 August 2025

https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
https://www.gqmiddleeast.com/article/in-roqia-yanis-koussim-confronts-algerias-haunted-past
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Deadline

Teaser EXCLUSIVE

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Flick From Yanis

Koussim Debuts This Week In Venice - Teaser

28 August 2025

https://deadline.com/2025/08/roqia-algeria-yanis-koussim-venice-teaser-1236499651/
https://deadline.com/2025/08/roqia-algeria-yanis-koussim-venice-teaser-1236499651/
https://deadline.com/2025/08/roqia-algeria-yanis-koussim-venice-teaser-1236499651/


ARTICLES

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com

Press report ‘Roqia’
Venice International Film Festival 2025

Yahoo Canada

Republish of Deadline story

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Flick From Yanis

Koussim Debuts This Week In Venice - Teaser

28 August 2025

https://ca.news.yahoo.com/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-yanis-110000088.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-yanis-110000088.html
https://ca.news.yahoo.com/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-yanis-110000088.html
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CurioAtlas

Republish of Deadline story

‘Roqia’: Algerian Horror Flick From Yanis

Koussim Debuts This Week In Venice - Teaser 

28 August 2025

https://curioatlas.com/discover/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-from-yanis-koussim-debuts-this-week-in-venice-teaser/
https://curioatlas.com/discover/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-from-yanis-koussim-debuts-this-week-in-venice-teaser/
https://curioatlas.com/discover/roqia-algerian-horror-flick-from-yanis-koussim-debuts-this-week-in-venice-teaser/
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Akoroko 

Mentioned as part of African line-up at

Venice

Africa’s Record Year at Venice: What I’m

Watching 

29 August 2025

https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
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Akoroko (continued)

Mentioned as part of African line-up at

Venice

Africa’s Record Year at Venice: What I’m

Watching 

29 August 2025

https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
https://akoroko.com/african-films-venice-2025-record-year/
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Variety

Mentioned among Arab features at Venice

Female Filmmakers Lead Large Contingent of

Arab Features Unspooling at the Venice

Festival

30 August 2025

https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
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Variety (continued)

Mentioned among Arab features at Venice

Female Filmmakers Lead Large Contingent of

Arab Features Unspooling at the Venice

Festival

30 August 2025

https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
https://variety.com/2025/film/focus/female-filmmakers-arab-features-venice-1236496261/
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Arab News

Mentioned in film roundup for Venice

Film AlUla Hosts Reception for Hijra Cast at

Venice Film Festival

31 August 2025

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2613632/lifestyle
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2613632/lifestyle
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Ciak Magazine (Italian)

Short feature preview

‘Roqia’, l’esorcismo algerino di Yanis Koussim

‘Roqia’, the Algerian exorcism of Yanis

Koussim

31 August 2025

https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
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Ciak Magazine (English)

Short feature preview

‘Roqia’, l’esorcismo algerino di Yanis Koussim

‘Roqia’, the Algerian exorcism of Yanis

Koussim

31 August 2025

https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/roqia-di-yanis-koussim/
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Ciak Magazine (Italian)

Mentioned

Memoria (e sezioni) di Venezia 82

Memories (and sections) of Venice 82

1 September
2025

https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/memoria-e-sezioni-di-venezia-82/
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Ciak Magazine (English)

Mentioned

Memoria (e sezioni) di Venezia 82

Memories (and sections) of Venice 82

1 September
2025

https://www.ciakmagazine.it/ciak-in-mostra-2025-category/memoria-e-sezioni-di-venezia-82/
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Cineuropa

Positive review

Review: Roqia

1 September
2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/482632
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Cineuropa (continued)

Positive review

Review: Roqia

1 September
2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/482632
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Cineuropa (continued)

Positive review

Review: Roqia

1 September
2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/482632
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TaxiDrivers.it (Italian)

Feature

‘Roqia’: trauma e spiritualità

‘Roqia’: Trauma and Spirituality

1 September
2025

https://www.taxidrivers.it/466971/festival-di-cinema/settimana-della-critica/roqia-settimana-della-critica.html
https://www.taxidrivers.it/466971/festival-di-cinema/settimana-della-critica/roqia-settimana-della-critica.html
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1 September
2025

https://whitlockandpope.com/2025/09/01/roqia-venice-review/
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The National

Interview with director Yanis Koussim 

Horror Film ‘Roqia’ About Exorcist With

Alzheimer’s, Blends Age-Old Tradition With

Algeria’s 1990s Turmoil

2 September
2025

https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/film-tv/2025/09/02/horror-film-roqia-about-exorcist-with-alzheimers-blends-age-old-tradition-with-algerias-1990s-turmoil/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/film-tv/2025/09/02/horror-film-roqia-about-exorcist-with-alzheimers-blends-age-old-tradition-with-algerias-1990s-turmoil/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/arts-culture/film-tv/2025/09/02/horror-film-roqia-about-exorcist-with-alzheimers-blends-age-old-tradition-with-algerias-1990s-turmoil/
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Screen International / Nikki Baughan 

Positive review

Roqia Review: Atmospheric Algerian Debut

Filters Civil War Through a Genre Lens

2 September
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https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/roqia-review-atmospheric-algerian-debut-filters-civil-war-through-a-genre-lens/5208417.article
https://www.screendaily.com/reviews/roqia-review-atmospheric-algerian-debut-filters-civil-war-through-a-genre-lens/5208417.article
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(continued)
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CloseUp (Storie della Visione) (Italian)

Positive review (4/5)

Festival di Venezia ( 27 agosto-6 settembre

2025): ‘Roqia’ di Yanis Koussim (Settimana

della critica – Concorso)

Venice Film Festival (August 27-September 6,

2025): ‘Roqia’ by Yanis Koussim (Critics' Week

– Competition)

2 September
2025

https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
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continued)

Positive review (4/5)
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Positive review (4/5)

Festival di Venezia ( 27 agosto-6 settembre

2025): ‘Roqia’ di Yanis Koussim (Settimana

della critica – Concorso)

Venice Film Festival (August 27-September 6,

2025): ‘Roqia’ by Yanis Koussim (Critics' Week

– Competition)
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https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
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continued)

Positive review (4/5)

Festival di Venezia ( 27 agosto-6 settembre

2025): ‘Roqia’ di Yanis Koussim (Settimana

della critica – Concorso)

Venice Film Festival (August 27-September 6,

2025): ‘Roqia’ by Yanis Koussim (Critics' Week
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https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
https://close-up.info/festival-di-venezia-27-agosto-6-settembre-2025-roqiadi-yanis-koussim-settimana-della-critica-concorso/
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Interview with director Yanis Koussim

Yanis Koussim • Director of Roqia

2 September
2025

https://cineuropa.org/en/interview/482889
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Awards Watch

Mixed review (grade B)

‘Roqia’ Review: [B] Venice

3 September
2025

https://awardswatch.com/roqia-review-b-venice/
https://awardswatch.com/roqia-review-b-venice/
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Positive review 

‘Roqia’ Review (Venice Film Festival 2025)
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Culture 24 (Italian)

Positive short review 

Duse, Valeria Bruni Tedeschi splende nei

panni della Divina

Duse, Valeria Bruni Tedeschi shines as the

Divina

4 September
2025

https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/duse-valeria-bruni-tedeschi-splende-panni-divina-AHk9HySC
https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/duse-valeria-bruni-tedeschi-splende-panni-divina-AHk9HySC
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FRED Film Radio (French)

Radio piece with director Yanis Koussim and

actors Ali Namous and Akram Djeghim

‘Roqia’, interview avec le réalisateur Yanis

Koussim et les acteurs Ali Namous et Akram

Djeghim

‘Roqia’, Interview with Director Yanis Koussim

and Actors Ali Namous and Akram Djeghim

4 September
2025

https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
https://www.fred.fm/roqia-interview-avec-le-realisateur-yanis-koussim-et-les-acteurs-ali-namous-et-akram-djeghim-dir-actors-roqia-fra/
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Abus de ciné (French)

Mixed review (3/5)

‘Roqia’

‘Roqia’

4 September
2025

https://www.abusdecine.com/critique/roqia/
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Hyphen

Roundup of Muslim directors in Venice by

Leila Latif

Venice Film Festival: the Movies That Matter

Are Those That Refuse to Look Away

4 September
2025

https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/


ARTICLES

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com

Press report ‘Roqia’
Venice International Film Festival 2025

Hyphen (continued)

Roundup of Muslim directors in Venice by

Leila Latif

Venice Film Festival: the Movies That Matter

Are Those That Refuse to Look Away

4 September
2025

https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/
https://hyphenonline.com/2025/09/04/venice-film-festival-review-muslim-directors-roqia-hind-rajab/


ARTICLES

NOISE Film & TV | Rapenburgerstraat 109 | 1011 VL Amsterdam (NL)
noisefilmpr.com

Press report ‘Roqia’
Venice International Film Festival 2025

Dread Central

Positive review

‘Roqia’ Review: A Crucial Exorcism Movie

[Venice Film Festival 2025]

8 September
2025

https://www.dreadcentral.com/reviews/541826/roqia-review-a-crucial-exorcism-movie-venice-film-festival-2025/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/reviews/541826/roqia-review-a-crucial-exorcism-movie-venice-film-festival-2025/
https://www.dreadcentral.com/reviews/541826/roqia-review-a-crucial-exorcism-movie-venice-film-festival-2025/
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Arabian Moda

Interview with director Yanis Koussim

Venice Film Festival: Algeria’s Past and

Present on Screen in ‘Roqia’

10 September
2025

https://www.arabianmoda.com/2025/09/venice-film-festival-roqia.html
https://www.arabianmoda.com/2025/09/venice-film-festival-roqia.html
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‘Roqia’
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The New Arab 

Feature

Algeria's Black Decade Reimagined as Horror in

Yanis Koussim’s ‘Roqia’

12 September
2025

https://www.newarab.com/features/roqia-algerian-horror-film-exorcises-wounds-war
https://www.newarab.com/features/roqia-algerian-horror-film-exorcises-wounds-war
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BFI

Featured among discoveries at Venice 

6 Discoveries from Venice Film Festival 2025

12 September
2025

https://www.bfi.org.uk/lists/6-discoveries-venice-film-festival-2025
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